Camden County Cancer Coalition

Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup at CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ 08109 
November 16, 2009 Monday, 10:00 am to Noon
Present:   Jean Mouch, Camden County Cancer Coalition; Virgenmina Lopez, Cooper Camden County Cancer Screening Project
NOTE:  Because of the American Public Health Association Meeting in Philadelphia with many of our members involved, the November meeting got switched and in the end the 16th was not so good for members.  Virgenmina and I talked about what has been happening with the Cooper Camden County Cancer Screening Project..

From the September 14th Minutes 

Present:  Plyshette Wiggins, ACS;  Jean Mouch, Camden County Cancer Coalition;  Marie Clark from Clark Family Breast Cancer Services Inc; Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez, and Tondi DeShields from Cooper Camden County Cancer Screening Project;  Lynn Rosner, CC-DHHS; Michelle Vaughn, “Pretty in Pink”, Cynthia Primes-Taylor, CAMCare, FQHC.

A.  New Goal for Sept. 2009-2010:   In discussions throughout the year, we have recognized that Church Groups, especially within the African American context, are central for getting cancer screening messages for the rarely screened/never screened person.  We are committed to learn and implement the Body & Soul Initiative within the county, meeting both our interests in getting more men screened for cancer, and for reaching out to Winslow Township in south Camden County.  The Clark Family has reached out to 6 Churches to which they had done programs in the past, but have not received any calls back.  Hilary has outreached to Healthy Mothers/Health Babies who have strong contacts with churches in Camden City.  Evelyn could give the name of a contact, very active in a local church that could be one new contact for this program. Lynn was able to gather some of the members, last week, to look at the Body & Soul materials and to reflect how the group could help expand this program in the county.
Decision:  On September 24th, Thursday, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm there will be a Training of Trainers in Body & Soul program at CPAC.  The invitation for the training has also been offered to Burlington and Gloucester County Cancer Coalitions.

Cooper CEED program was able to report they had reached or exceeded all of their targets for the July 2008-June 2009 project year.  In fact, the Camden County Cancer Screening Project (CCCSP)/Cooper CEED reported that over 200 more women were screened.  The overall program exceeded their budget which was covered by Cooper this time but no longer.  Evelyn called NJCEED State Office and will get an increase in their funding for the coming year.  The alternative is that screening would have to stop for those months of 2010 when the budget for screening has run out.  NJCEED doesn’t want that to happen, and thus the increase in funding.   

The 2008-2009 Workgroup Goal for Screening 200 Men for Prostate / Colorectal Cancer and to reach the CEED Target of 200 Men screened/eligible by 6/30/2009 was reached!  Congratulations to CCCSP at Cooper and Virtua CEED.    
B.  2007-2009 Goal:    Help in planning and establishing a Breast Cancer Screening Mammography Service   Cynthia Primas-Taylor reported that the East Camden CAMCare site will begin the first-ever Mammography Screening program at a FQHC.  The opening of the program will be part of the October Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Cynthia will send the start date to all of the members.  A press event will come later.   This collaboration includes the CAMCare Corporation, Cooper University Hospital Radiology Department, and the CCCSP/Cooper CEED.  We had helped in 2007 in shaping this program, using the model at the Community Health Practice at Our Lady of Lourdes and at that time, some funding from Komen.  
Congratulations! Cynthia, Evelyn, Tondi, Michael, and all the work of Cooper Radiology and CAMCare administration!!

Other Cancer Screening reports:

a) The Home Health Parties run by Cooper CEED continue to be very successful.  Pending:  Sharon Burne, PhD has recently published an article in Oncology Nursing on the effectiveness of these outreach efforts which are 85% targeting minorities.  
Reference:  Educational Parties as a Strategy to Promote Breast Health Awareness and Screening in Underserved Female Populations, Sharon Byrne, and Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez, Oncology Nursing Forum, Volume 36, No.2, March 2009, pp 145-148.

Question:  How can this initiative be granted the status of Evidenced Based program? This is what we want to find out via Sharon Burne, the oncology nurse who is working on her PhD and via Julie Tippens at NCI.

In 2008, the Home Health Parties, funded by an Avon Grant, attracted 558 women who either themselves or by word of mouth helped to complete breast and cervical cancer screening for 321 women!

In 2009 so far, 287 women have participated, and this group either themselves or women referred by them have completed 200 breast and cervical cancer screenings!

b)  The Atlantic County Mammo Van came to Camden County, via the collaboration of ACS, through the help of Plyshette Wiggins, and the Horizon Health Medicaid initiative, on Friday July 10th at the ShopRite in Brooklawn.  There were 37 women registered, and 31 of them did receive a mammogram, of which 11 women received their first ever mammogram.  Six of the women had other issues/problems and were not screened.  Horizon is taking the same program to North Jersey area this fall.
C.  Third Goal - Special Winslow Township Focus for 2008-2009 to increase cancer screening
Ms. Marie Lawrence from Winslow Township will give an update on the Survey process at the housing units at the next meeting.  Lynn Rosner will remind her about the report.  Marie L. was unable to attend the Body & Soul review of materials group meeting last week.
D.  Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI)  Plyshette Wiggins, ACS, brought a copy of the Riversharks  September Issue of “Sharkbites” which carried the article about the August 22nd Event, the second Survivors Appreciation Day at the Camden Riversharks.  The August Rains sent us home early, and we were not able to do the Luminaria.  The presentation and recognition of Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez was wonderful however, and the pre-Game announcements allowed for highlighting this recognition.  From the article “In addition to her compassionate care, commitment and dedication to help patients win the battle against cancer, (Evelyn) is an advocate educator, passionate about increasing cancer awareness and screenings for the general public, and especially for the medically underserved communities.”  The Coalition was able to be a part of this award ceremony, and presented a bouquet of flowers.  Present from the Coalition were:  ACS, Camden County DHHS, Cooper CEED/CCCSP, Cooper University Hospital-CINJ, and Clark Family Breast Cancer Services.
NOTE:   The leadership council role of the 3CI is recommended to be part of the Camden County Cancer Coalition and will be coming to the full Coalition meeting in October. NOTE:   postponed until January 2010
E.  Project to Recruit Physician Practices for CEED education and referral

Update Pending for October 12th Meeting of the Workgroup:  The Camden County Cancer Screening Project will do two mailings to the physician’s list for CEED education and referrals for the Cooper CEED program.  Virtua CEED will see if their Physician mailing project can do two 
F.  Other Workgroup Partner’s Activities:

1.  Need Update:  Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez reported on the multiyear grant which will allow working with each of the primary care practice sites in Camden City to improve prevention strategies for Breast Cancer and Cervical Cancer, with the assistance of a Nurse Practitioner/Physician Assistant coming to do the cancer screening at the various sites.  The permissions to use the CAST system information has been received.

2.  NOTE  - Pending:  From Burlington County, in Lumberton, there is a large distribution center for CVS, with a very large multicultural workforce.  The CEED program is part of an all-day event bringing information and screening.  New workers do not have any health care coverage for the first six months.  There are also many part-time workers.   Could we maybe do the Worksite Wellness survey with this population?    Recommendation:  Dorothy Collins and Plyshette Wiggins will discuss the possibility of using the Camden County Worksite Wellness survey with this venue, in order for CVS to help build a good health benefits program for employees. For update by Plyshette and Dorothy
3.  New Member – Michelle Vaughn told us about the Pretty in Pink Foundation, which is a faith-based community outreach organization dedicated to the education, early detection, and treatment of Breast Cancer to insured, underinsured, and uninsured women of Camden.  The Foundation has gained the help and support of medical personnel from Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center, the Susan G. Komen Foundation and numerous other vendors.  Pretty in Pink was born out of the loss of a dear friend, Jeannette Johnson, a Camden resident, and a member of the Baptist Temple Church in Camden, NJ.

4th Annual Pretty in Pink Event  will be November 7th 2009

Baptist Temple Church

1029 S. 4th Street

Camden, NJ

Michelle is in a grant writing process, and had to answer the question:  “How does an undocumented immigrant get treatment if she is found to have breast cancer from the screening process?”   The simple part of that is – the hospital Charity Care system which for every hospital system is bearing a lot of the burdens of a fractured system and process.  The discussion following this question was a good one for the workgroup as it touched into the real limitations of our programs which are trying to meet the needs of women and filling the gaps in our system.  We also need to continue to build, in even newer ways, relationships between institutions.  We believe as the Workgroup for Eliminating Health Disparities that we can do this through collaborations, partnering agreements, and working on grants together.  Michelle made important contacts at our small group meeting and we all exchanged cards and we look forward to working with Pretty in Pink Foundation.
2010  NEXT Meetings:

Discussion about changing the Camden County Cancer Coalition Quarterly Meetings from Thursday’s to Tuesdays

On the Month when we have a quarterly meeting we will usually not hold a workgroup meeting.

Set the dates for 2010 Eliminating Health Disparities on current 2009-2010 Grant:

February 8, 2010       March 8, 2010     May 10, 2010     June 14, 2010
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