Camden County Cancer Coalition

Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup at CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ 08109 
March 8, 2009 Monday, 10:00 am to Noon
Present:   Jean Mouch, Camden County Cancer Coalition; Virgenmina Lopez, Cooper Camden County Cancer Screening Project, Marie and Irving Clark from Clark Family Breast Cancer Services Inc; Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez, and Tondi DeShields from Cooper Camden County Cancer Screening Project;  Lynn Rosner, CC-DHHS; Plyshette Wiggins, ACS, Marian Morrison, ACS-Advocacy, Cynthia Primas-Taylor, FQHC – CAMCare.
A.   Goals for Sept. 2009-2010:   
1.   Body & Soul Initiative with African American Churches has the goal of reaching 3 Churchs by August with the introduction of B&S and have the choice of pillars to work on by each church by December.   Lynn Rosner, Irving and Maria Clark, with the help also from Kimeesaha Evans of CINJ have met twice to work on the aims for the year.  Maria shared about their meeting with St. John Baptist Church in Camden City.  It is the Clark Family’s second year to be asked for a presentation, and this year they will introduce B&S.  Ms. Joan Cade is the Vice- Prseident for Women’s Ministry for the Church and also started the “Over Comers” which is for Breast Cancer Survivors of which she is one.  Two of the Churches will be in Camden City and one is in Winslow Township, which is Marie Lawrence’s own church.  Another good Camden City contact is Diane Hyman at Mt. Calvary who is very interested and can be the leader for the program there. 
2.  Continuing to support the CEED programs to reach all of their goals for Breast Cancer,  Colorectal Cancer, Cervical Cancer, and Prostate Cancer.  

a)  Pending:  How to have some money for screening events so that insured men could be screened during the event (Note:  remember Antioch Church event)  Evelyn will look into a small grant to allow the team to do the screening and cover the PSA costs. (look at Target or Home Depot).  

b)  Cooper CEED by February 2010 has already screened over a 1,000 women.  Even with the additional funding for this year they will not be able to continue screening through June 30th.  The Cooper Hospital team (not the smaller partners) will use a Komen Grant for Breast Cancer screening until June 30th, but will have to stop all colorectal and cervical cancer screening as of April 1st.


c)   New Latino Cancer Prevention Workgroup being formed in New Jersey, with focus on eliminating Health Disparities of Hispanics.  For us, this would concentrate on Camden City.  Both Evelyn and Plyshette have been asked serve on this State workgroup which will hold its first meeting in April.
3. Goal for Access to Care – focusing on Camden City and Winslow Township  These two areas are priority areas for the CC-DHHS MAPP/CHIP – as well as for us as Cancer Coalition.  The Body and Soul Program for example will be focused in these two areas as we begin that work.  
a) This issues of access includes more that just getting the services but also helping people get coverage and a primary care home.  We are gathering an updated information sheet for free services available in Camden City and Camden County.
DECISION:  Virgenmina Lopez and Lynn Rosner are completing the list of free health services to 
help those living in poverty and undocumented.
b)  Educational Van for CC-DHSS   Virgemina from the Cooper CEED Grant for women  > 300% of  poverty joined the Van for two days in February. The Winslow Library event had not one come that was eligible.   The Westfield Acres event also had not eligible clients for the grant.

DECISION:  
Lynn will make a handout for partnering with the County in using the Van.  It can be used at health fairs and other events.  

B. Completed Goal 2007-2009 Goal:  Establishing a Breast Cancer Screening Mammography Service at FQHC   Cynthia Primas-Taylor reported on the grand opening of the Mammography Service at the East Camden –CamCare site.  They have been offering the service since December 2009.  All of the issues about charges and the way in which the service is covered have been solved.  The once a week service is on Wednesdays and there are 12 visits possible.  Currently the CAM-care is working through its own registered clients.  We talked about using “incentives” – Cooper CEED has perfume etc – to have women keep their appointments.  We talked about the role of a outreach person which was in the original effort in 2007 with the Community Health Practice grant, to do face to face reminders and accompaniment if necessary to appointments
DECISION:  The ACS, CCCC, and Cam-Care will begin the work to have a Breast Cancer Screening and possibly other health fair events at CAM-Care in May 2010 as part of Celebrating Mother’s Day.  We would hope to do it on a Wednesday with the availability of the 12 places at the CAM-Care center to do mammograms that day.
C.   Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI) - Plyshette Wiggins shared that ACS continues to support the Urban Initiatives.  They would like to see more project/events as part of the work, e.g. the Mother’s Day Breast Cancer Screening at CAM-Care.
Plyshette agrees with our consensus from last meeting:  “The Eliminating Health Disparities workgroup does see the Camden City Initiative as one that could become part of the workgroup especially for the cancer screening goals, and the issues about access to services and caring / coping services.”

The Worksite Wellness initiative as it applies to Camden City would be part of the projects/events but the general topic would not be under our workgroup.  Could Worksite Wellness come under Tri-County workgroup, to expand the focus on worksites to a regional focus?  It is on their agenda for March 17th.  
Celebration of Hope for Cancer survivors at the Riversharks game  Saturday July 10th       
ACS has taken the lead and we as a Camden County Cancer Coalition could be one of the sponsors (see the promotion for sponsors).  (We are not doing a Hands of Hope series with the Riversharks this year as a Tri-County group.)   This topic will be on the agenda for Tri-County on March 17th, 9:30 am at CPAC.
D.   Advocacy for NJ Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan – Critical Time with State Budget (see ACS priorities and other handouts.)  We as Camden County Cancer Coalition depend on the funding from the Office for Comprehensive Cancer Control for support of our Coordinator Role and our activities e.g. our workgroups, quarterly meetings, and support for programs like the Hands of Hope for a Tobacco Free World.  Marian Morrison, ACS, and leader of the Advocacy group for the NJCCCP – Task Force spoke about the work with the NJ State Legislature in securing the continuation of the funding for the OCCP/County coalitions, the Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program, and our essential program for cancer screening for those with no insurance/living below the poverty line, NJ-CEED.  We have asked Marian to come and present to the April 20th Quarterly Coalition meeting to help us organize our response and help with mobilizing voters behind these three major Cancer Program items in the State Budget.   We also will arrange for partners to visit our state legislators in the region about these priorities for 2010 budget concerning the NJ-CCCP.

E.  From the Coordinator:

1.  Oral Cancer Project with the Southern New Jersey Dental Hygienist organization.  Jean will bring topic to the Tri-County meeting as a follow up with our Oral Cancer CME last year
.

2.  “Love for Loretta” – fundraiser for Loretta Milkulski.  Saturday April 17th 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm, Hope United Methodist Church, Voorhees.  “A dinner, concert and auction,” and a promised good evening – Cocktail Attire!  Tickets:  SJBCC 856-768-9028.

3.  “Choose your Color!” – Prevention and early detection of Melanoma --- from the OCCP, each county was asked to do one event in July if at all possible.
4.  Major’s Association in Camden County hosting a presentation by the Lung Group – Camden County Partnership Against Tobacco – CCPAT about our advocacy work at local level to get smoke free children playing areas and smoke-free parks through local ordinances. The group is arranging for Karen Blumenfield from GASP as main speaker for an Oct. 20th or Nov. 13th date with the Mayors’ Association.  Lynn Rosner is the leader of the CCPAT group and we thank her for all of the work on behalf of the Cancer Coalition on the topics of preventing lung cancer through encouraging smoking cessation!
5.  Survivors Day at Riversharks -  Celebration of Hope – July 10th.  We are not doing a Tri-County event with the Riversharks this year but would hope to be part of the sponsorship for this day:  July 10th Saturday.
6.  2nd Annual Bowling for Breast Cancer Fundraiser, Clark Family Breast Cancer Services, Saturday April 3rd from 4-7 pm, Baker Bowling Lanes, Cuthbert Blvd, Cherry Hill.  $20 adult/$10 children 10 and under;   3 hours of bowling, food and shoe rental. Don’t miss it!!
Next Dates for 2010 Eliminating Health Disparities on current July 2009- June 2010 Grant:

May 10, 2010  At CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ   10:00 am to Noon.  All are invited!

June 14, 2010  At CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ   10:00 am to Noon.  All are invited!
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