Camden County Cancer Coalition

Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup at CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ 08109 
September 8, 2008 Monday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Present:  Plyshette Wiggins, ACS; Jean Mouch, Camden County Cancer Coalition; Irving and Gregory Clark from Clark Family Breast Cancer Services Inc,  Lynn Rosner from CC-DHHS; Cynthia Primas Taylor, CAMcare, Inc. , Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez, Tondi DeShields, and Virgenmina Lopez from Cooper Camden County Cancer Screening Project; Joan Lombardi, Virtua CEED, and Marie Lawrence, Winslow Township.
Correction on the July 7th meeting:  The participation of PS&G at the Health Fair at the 10th Street Baptist Church was interesting in their display of electrical safety in the home etc.  They did not finance any of the Health Fair.

A.  First Goal:   Workgroup Goal for Screening Men for Prostate / Colorectal Cancer and to reach the CEED Target of 200 Men screened/eligible by 6/30/2009:    
Discussions confirmed that we will keep this goal for 2008-09 and aim to reach 200 men in Camden County with Prostate Cancer Screening.  Our baseline from 2007-08 is 75.8% of our Goal, i.e. 163 men were reached.
Cooper CEED has prepared a handout postcard with English/Spanish – “September is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month – Don’t become a Statistic!  Get FREE prostate screening.  If you are male, 45 or older, uninsured and a Camden County resident – you qualify!”

Winslow Township with Cooper CEED will be discussing how to get the Barbershop Initiative started in the municipality.

With all of the promotion of last year, we belief that we will be having increased calls at the beginning of this new year because of last year’s promotions.

Community Health Practice (CHP) did their Health Fair on September 6th.  Virtua CEED reported that 11 men came for Prostate Screening and 4 of them were CEED eligible.  (NOTE:  Breast Cancer screening at the event covered over 20 women, some of whom were repeating their exam after one year.  There was no Fox Chase Cancer Van which is under renvoations, but all of the women received an appointment at S.J. Radiology.)

B.  Second Goal:    Help in planning and establishing a Breast Cancer Screening Mammography Service out of CAMCare in East Camden.  Cynthia Primas-Taylor reported on the site visit on September 10th for Michael Dixon, from CHP.  They have not heard yet from the Federal HRSA about adding the service at a FQHC.  We still hope for an October opening of the first Screening Mammography service of a FQHC at CAMCare East Camden Office.  
Pending from July:  We discussed having a media event to open the Screening Mammogram service in October.  Cynthia will reach out to and invite Ms. Leslie Morris of the NJ Primary Care Association which represents FQHC’s in the state. 
C.  Third Goal - Special Winslow Township Focus for 2008-2009 to increase cancer screening
Marie Lawrence from Winslow Township Municipal Council, liaison for the CC-DHHS, and Lynn Rosner are the lead for the Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup in helping to develop a plan.   Lynn and Marie brought information about the Township demographics and other statistical information; list of available services; and the Camden County 2008 Community Health Status Report
Discussion:  We accept the need to address issues about raising cancer screening rates in Winslow Township one of the six highest municipalities for:  minority groups, >65 year old, and high percentage of people living below the poverty line.  (Please see the discussion from June’s meeting, repeated on page 2 of the July 7th minutes.)
Decisions:  
a)  Clarification / Update from Lynn Rsoner concerning the Flu Site in October in Winslow Township:

For Winslow Township – the Flu Site event is also a Health Fair.  Thus, we can have tables, and we can talk about involving the Access to Care Committee’s survey and maybe increasing their questions to have one question on Cancer Screening and barriers to receiving the screening.

 To do:  Lynn, Marie, and Jean are on the Access to Care committee and will do the follow-up on including a       survey component to the Flu Site date / Health Fair date in Winslow Township in October.
b) Clarification / Update about other Flu Site events in Camden County -- Lynn Rosner called to clarify that most of these events do not have a Health Fair component.  There is no decision about having the Access to Care Survey at the Flu Site events in October at this time.  However, some other municipalities may include a Health Fair component to their event and then we could have a CCCC table with our programs.
To do:  Lynn will ask what other municipality has a Health Fair component to the Flu Site event in October.
c)  We will work with the Winslow Township Senior Housing gathering on November 1st to explain about the CEED services and focus on continuing screening for cancer in >65 year olds.  Marie will send the confirmation of this event and Camden County Cancer Coalition through CEED will provide information tables and speakers if requested
To do:  Marie to send information about our participation in this event, to CEED programs, CC-DHHS, CCCPAT, Clark Family etc.

d)  There are a number of housing developments with Housing Associations in the township.  Marie meets with the managers of the Associations on a quarterly basis. The individual Associations meet on a bi-monthly schedule, usually at neighborhood Churches.  Maybe the Horizon Medicaid HMO could give us a baseline of Medicaid covered individuals who are not using their benefits for cancer screening.

To do:  Jean and Lynn will attend the quarterly meeting of the Housing Association managers, and invite their participation in helping us to decrease cancer, and increase cancer screening.  During 2009, we will schedule different coalition partners to provide education and information about cancer screening and prevention, including healthy life-styles.
To do:  Plyshette will ask Horizon Medicaid HMO about the statistics on persons on Medicaid not using     their benefits for Cancer Screening in Winslow Township, Washington Township, Chiselhurst.
To do:  Jean will ask the PRO if there are data on Camden County and larger municipalities on cancer screening for >65 year olds.

D.  Other Workgroup’s Activities:

Riversharks Baseball 2008 Season.  Plyshette Wiggins was able to report that the August 2nd Event honoring Cancer Survivors was successful.  Jean was able to share the photographs that were taken. 

ACS collected over $3,000 through sale of Luminarias, and the auction of the Rivershark Jerseys.  She is asking that these funds be allocated for the work of the Camden City Cancer Initiative.
We thank those partners who have transferred funds to the Cooper CEED group, namely:

· $1,000 from the Coalition

· $1,000 from the CCCPAT

· $500 from Quit Center 

· $500 CEED Virtua
· $1,000 from Underwood Hospital for Gloucester County Cancer Coalition
  Still pending are contributions from:

· $1,000 from Burlington CC

· $950 from CC-DHHS 

Tri-County Cancer Workgroup for follow up of following ideas:   

Can we ask the Riversharks organization themselves, if they would do a cancer screening promotion for their employees and for the players as part of this season of partnership?  

What about the players and Riversharks do their hands for the Hands of Hope campaign and use as promotion

Decision:  Jean will follow-up with TriCounty group

The Hands of Hope event has been successful and part of four Riversharks evenings so far.  The next steps for making an Advocacy Event with the project are under discussion at the Tri-County Cancer Workgroup. 

E.   Sharing from the Members:

1. Clark Family will share the results of their Camden City Survey of Cancer Screening Barriers at the October meeting.  Very successful for them has been their Promise Rose project for reminding women about doing the screening.  Women also receive a $15 gift card when they have completed the screening.  The Clark Family have been very busy – 8 events one month and in September, seven events.

2. Cooper Komen Grant is a pilot project to try to improve the number of women contacted for Breast Cancer and Cervical Cancer screening who are 250% to 300% above the poverty line.  The Komen statistics say that there are 10,000 women in NJ with this income.  Using the 211 Help Line for one year, the Komen group connected with 300 women in this group.  By working with CEED, who is outreaching to women with no insurance, or underinsured for cancer screening, they hope to reach 100 women during this first year.  Virgenmina is hired to handle this grant.   Komen is “lenient” with the 300% plus group of women, and allow them to be screened if they contact Cooper CEED.  Cooper has a postcard with English/Spanish to continue to outreach via supermarkets, doctor offices, Planned Parenthood etc.  They are finding out that many of the stores are no longer providing Community Bulletin Boards in their facilities.  Medicaid G are eligible for Komen funds.  Joan Lombardi, Virtua CEED reported that often the calls referred from 211 were actually women who could be covered under CEED itself.
3. Virtua CEED is now covering Burlington County for their CEED program.  This change means that Dorothy Collins will be available as a resource in Camden County as well.  She has done a lot to get the Barbershop Initiative for Prostate Cancer working.  She also has held “Faith & Wellness” gatherings.  Clark Family will be at the Burlington County “Faith & Wellness” event on September 20th at Kennedy Center in Willingboro.

4. Events to which some partners will be participating:

· September 17th after the CC-CHIP/MAPP meeting, there will be a Health Fair from 12:30 to 3:00 at the One-Stop Shopping location on Mt. Ephraim Ave in Camden City, remembering Multicultural Awareness Month.  The AHEC Van will be there for HIV testing, and Blood Pressure measuring.

· September 27th is the Call to Action in Camden City.  Jean will send out more information.

· September 30th is a Health Fair to be held at City Hall Camden City.  Cooper CEED will be there as well as ACS.  Contact:  856-757-7339/7338
5. Worksite Wellness out of the Camden City Cancer Initiative was working with Health Benefits department of City Government to do a Worksite Wellness project.  However, the contact from City Government has had to cancel this involvement for now.

6. Living Beyond Breast Cancer will sponsor an Updates & Insights on Breast Cancer on November 1st.  Dr. Grana and Evelyn Robles Rodriguez will both be speaking at the event.  NOTE:  Living Beyond Breast Cancer website has grants for women with breast cancer up to $1,000 to meet costs of treatment or personal needs.  Application is through the website.  It is a one time grant.  Both CEED and Clark Family have helped women to use these grants.
Next Meeting:  First Monday of the Month – October 6th 10:00 am to Noon
RSVP for Lunch to Hilary Colbert, 663-3998 or hcolbert@cpachiv.org  Location:  CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ
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