Camden County Cancer Coalition

Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup at CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ 08109 
October 1, 2007 Monday, 10:00 am to Noon
Present:  Kathleen McCabe, Moorsetown VNA/Hospice; Plyshette Wiggins, ACS; Jean Mouch, Camden County Cancer Coalition; Joye Rozier, CAMCare; Evelyn Robles-Rodrieguez, Cooper Hospital/CINJ
Agenda:

A.  First Goal:  Increase the number of Men Participating in Cancer Screening 

1. Camden City Cancer Initiative Update:  Plyshette Wiggins was able to bring the group up to date about the Worksite Wellness Initiative which is one of the three strategies in Camden City.  The group continues to recruit employers in Camden City, and the aim is to help them get a baseline of how their employees are using their benefits, especially for Cancer Screening and Smoking Cessation.   We have a paper survey which can also be done on-line and have over 700 surveys completed for an 11% response rate for participating worksites.  Good news is that one partner has gotten the Health Insurance Company to do the calculations of all screenings and prevention strategies for a “Wellness” strategy at the workplace.  This health benefits approach is our preferred way to approach this issue.  

Actions to be taken”

· Early December call together the Benefits Coordinators/Managers for Camden City employers to a breakfast meeting to share the experience of how to get working on these issues e.g. cancer screening and having a 100% compliance!  It will be a sharing of ideas and strategies to get this baseline.  It may take 6 to 9 months to work on this relationship of getting the health insurance information technology staff to get the information for a local employer.

· Continue to get employers to use the current employee-survey.  Annie Sadler will work with Plyshette about being part of the staff-days at Respond, Inc. in November, and to do the survey at these meeting days.  Another important new employer is Board of Education.
2. Update on the Community Health Practice Screening.  Jean reported that the team from Virtua CEED and CHP had a very successful day in September with the Mammography Van for women, as well as outreaching to eligible men for NJ-CEED programs with Prostate cancer screening and distributing the 3 cards for colo-rectal cancer screening.  It was a health fair atmosphere and well attended.  Prostate Screenings were done, and 7 of the men were CEED eligible!  More later.
3. Promoting the 2007-2008 Goals of Screening Men for Prostate / Colorectal Cancer:    
a)  Plyshette and Joye gave the update on the “Camden on the Move” TV interview which had to be rescheduled for October.  We may not be able to have Freeholder Rodney Greco on this program as the interviews are taped on the second Thursday of the month in the evening which is not a good night for the Freeholder.  We are trying for October 11th interviewing and filming and Freeholder Greco is first choice as the third person in the group.  We also discussed a few other alternatives for the third choice.
b) Scott McCray has the other cable program called:  “Health Matters.”  This might be an alternative for Freeholder Greco and could focus entirely on Prostate Cancer issues.  Plyshette and Joye will continue to guide this work.
c) Evelyn spoke about the “Free Screening for Prostate Cancer” Radio spots that they were able to finance via CEED because of a delay in hiring one of the expected staff positions.  The one minute or 30 second radio spots are being heard on radio stations that target African Americans.  Joye had heard the spot and reported how it captured her attention!  The creation of the ad was professionally done, and the air time is the high cost.  Evelyn will find out if after the Sept 24th through October 14th contract of commercials, if we can use the spot in PSAs on other stations and for other types of events.   Cooper CEED had 8 calls on the very first day of the commercial airing! To date there have been up to 40 responses, and they have scheduled 18 men for screening at two clinic days!  Congratulations!

4. Our Model of working with existing clinics or practices to get identified patients fully screened for Cancer, especially men, eligible for CEED
Jean will follow up with Nancy Hughes, CHP, on working with the 9 Community Centers in Camden City in the neighborhoods who do the outreach.  CHP with OLLMC van or AHEC van could provide the screening for prostate and colorectal for all those who are eligible.   From our June 11th meeting we had recommended to ourselves the following steps:
· We ask the clinics to do their chart review to promote the event; 

· We do general promotion via the Community Centers; 

· We set up a regular schedule for the days of cancer screening – CHP is going once a week already.

· The two CEED programs would rotate the dates for registering CEED eligible men and women and be part of the staff running the event.  CEED eligible women can have the mammogram via the CHP screening days.

· We could still do the coupon idea for a way to reach out to the general public for prostate, colorectal, and breast-exam.

June 11th DECISION:  We will build on our model of identifying eligible men and women for cancer screening, with an emphasis on men for prostate and colorectal cancer screening by working with the FQHC, the private practitioners, Family Health Centers e.g. Kyle and Osborne.  We will promote a regular day/week at the 9 Community Centers in Camden City by having CHP, Vans from AHEC or OLLMC, and CEED to do the screening and signing up of CEED eligible clients.

June 11th DECISION:  We believe working with health practices, especially FQHC in the new location in Lindenwold, can also build a model in the suburban municipalities of Camden County.  Focusing especially on Men and those eligible for CEED would be our first priority.

5. Screening Goals for Camden County Suburban Areas
Lynn Rosner reported on the “Get Screening, Stay Healthy, Stay Alive” continuing campaign for the coming month, with a new workshop called:  “What you Don’t Know Can Hurt You!   Healthy Living Cancer Free.”  The first event in this new format is October 4th, 2007, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm at the Cherry Hill Library, N. Kings Highway.  (see attachment)  

Lynn also gave the update on the outreach to Bethany Baptist Church which she and Plyshette have been the led on.  The church is not ready to have a full relationship with the Cancer Screening projects, but Lynn has been helpful to the group in starting the first self-help group of women whose request was to learn about “navigating the system” in helping to meet health needs and concerns.  Cooper has been part of the discussions, and we look forward to working with the groups.
Lynn reminded us about the desire to follow-up with Marie Lawrence and the contacts made in Winslow Township in August.  She asks that we make this a Coalition Event, and we are very willing to make this a workgroup event for the spring 2008.

B.  Second Goal:  Help in planning and establishing a Mammography Service out of CAMCare in East Camden   The second meeting with CAMCare is scheduled for October 2nd, and Evelyn and Jean will be part of the discussions.  Part of the discussions today talked about other alternatives to having a fixed mammography unit which has a time-limited technology.  
1.  Organizing with CAMCare neighborhood locations for blocks of appointments for cancer screening for women that is coordinated with taking them over to Cooper for Mammography on the same day.

2.  Evelyn reported on a contact and will follow-up with a new vendor from Central Jersey, with a mobile mammography unit, who is interested in the Camden City market.  We will see if this van can become part of our model of working with primary care practices and CAMCare neighborhood locations for scheduling cancer screening days.

C.  Other Matter from Participants:

Plyshette reported on the Community Health Awareness Event in Cramer Hill on Saturday, September 29th.  It was a well attended and many partners were there including:  ACS, CC-DHHS, Cooper Hospital / Cancer Screening Project.
NOTE CHANGE of NEXT MEETING –  First Monday of the Month

November 5th Monday from 10:00 am to Noon
RSVP for Lunch to Hilary Colbert,  663-3998 or hcolbert@cpachiv.org
Location:  CPAC, Cooper River Square, 6991 N. Park Drive

CHANGE  REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE – 1st  Monday of the month
December 3, 2007 Monday from 10:00 am to Noon
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