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Minutes for Eliminating Health Disparities / CEED Workgroup
May 22, 2006
10:00 a.m. to Noon
Respond Inc. Adult Day Care Center,  400 Ninth Street, Camden,  NJ

Present:  Ida Allen, and Annie Sadler from Respond, Inc; Jean Mouch, Camden County Cancer Coalition Coordinator; Lynn Rosner, Camden County DHHS; Shari Short, NCIS; Plyshette Wiggins, ACS; Kathleen McCabe, VNA.
Agenda:
Updates on May Screening Events:
The group shared updates on the two screening days that were held on May 13th as part of the Launch of the Camden County Department of Health and Human Services year long initiative:  “Get Screened, Stay Healthy, Stay Alive!”  FreeHolder Carmen Rodriguez spoke to the gathered neighbors, at the event hosted by the Hispanic Family Center.  Dr. Jean Mouch, coordinator for the Camden County Cancer Coalition and Ms. Anne Biondi, Director of Personal Health Services were present for the announcement as well.  CEED from Cooper and the Communities against Tobacco, with Mr. Charles Blake, were part of the screening stations.

May 15th was a scheduled date with the Cramer Hill Community Center, and was promoted as  “A Gift for someone you love, for Mother’s Day.”   The day was poorly attended, but it was also a stormy day of rain.  Cramer Hill is the same neighborhood who would have been reached with the Hispanic Family Center day.   This screening day had for the first time an educational event on HPV and Cervical Cancer Education., given my Ms. Janet Wilson.  Also, Virtua had a Foot Screening for Diabetes as part of the activities.

Discussion Summary:

1. It is better to go to events and join with others to have Health and Cancer Screening activities.

2. Coming events mentioned by the group were:  Juneteenth Celebration – June 19th;  Caribbean Festival;  Jazz Nights on the Waterfront.

3. The 10:00 am to 3:00 pm “Day Event” could be a real barrier, and we should consider how we could start later in the day.

4. The promotion for May 15th included:  churches, local businesses on River Road, hair dressers, the newspaper, the Board of Social Services.

5. We have not really started our designed promotion strategy for Camden City which was based on the Consumer Health Profiles i.e. that we would have coupons at the Lottery Outlet places with the incentive being a free scratch off game for everyone who brought a coupon and an eligible person for screening.

6. We also have not started the Suburban County promotion of the strategy i.e. having reminders about screening days that are scheduled in the five municipalities with 80% of AA and 82% of Hispanics.

7. We need a press event for the Camden City Cancer Initiative Eliminating Health Disparities strategy and ACS will help get that press event before the next round of screening days. 

8. CC-DHHS did do a press release for May 13th but it was not picked up for press being at the Hispanic Family Center event.  We did do our own photographs.

9. Suggested dates for the next three City venues do not have a lot of Hispanic neighborhoods represented.  If we could join up with the end of June Festival and parade it would be good.
Decision:
1. Next three screening dates for Camden City will start in August and we will hold them whether or not we get the Fox Chase Cancer Van for the events.  Suggested as priorities for places and dates are:

a) August:  Unity Day which is usually the first Saturday in August in Centerville, South Camden where there are a lot of Public Housing residents

b) September:  connect with “Bring a Loved One to the Doctor” events which were well advertised and attended throughout the city.  Host the day during that week of health awareness and hold it at the Virtua Camden site for the Van etc.
c) October:  join with Linda Johnson’s Church event – and the non-profit group who is hosted a Health Fair each year, with cancer as a priority.

2. Press Events for the Strategy to Eliminate Health Disparities

a) ACS will help to develop a press event for the CCCI dates starting in August

b) CC-DHHS will take the lead for press coverage of the Suburban County screening days to be scheduled after October.

3. We want to develop an event that would highlight Male Involvement in Health Screening and Cancer Screening for Camden City.

a) Follow-up and update on Cooper Hospital Outreach on the Barbershop Project – Jean will do

b) Ideas include:  events like “Real Men Cook” ;  Sports events – there is going to be a Relay for Life event at Riversharks game – see ACS;  a celebrity for Camden City and Camden County endorsement of the screening strategies e.g. a Sports person or a Rapper or who???

4. Camden County Department of Health and Human Services (CC-DHHS) provides the leadership/administration role  in confirming and setting the schedule of screening days, both in the City of Camden and in the Suburban County municipalities.

a) Lynn Rosner is the contact person for the county.  She will negotiate with the suggested sites and set dates with the Fox Chase Cancer Center’s Mammography Van, working closely with Joan Lombardi and Jean Mouch.

b) Joan Lombardi will work to get the promotion of screening days in Camden City via the use of the Lottery Outlets, using promotion coupons, and arranging to have incentives for everyone who brings someone to be screened.  See past meetings for discussion e.g. on including Help Notice for gambling addiction.  Joan will work with Lynn, ACS, and CCDHHS promotion staff – press etc.

c) Jean Mouch is the co-chair of the CCCI efforts, especially for the Eliminating Health Disparities strategy.  Jean also is the Coordinator for the Camden County Cancer Coalition, and organizes/keeps minutes etc for the Working Group to Eliminate Health Disparities.
Next Meeting:

June 19, 2006 --  10:00 a.m. to Noon
CPAC Cooper Rive Square, 6991 N. Park Drive

East Building, 3rd floor

Pennsauken, NJ   RSVP for Lunch – Jean Mouch mouchjf@yahoo.com
CPAC - 856-663-3998






