Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup at CPAC, Pennsauken, NJ 08109 Camden County Cancer Coalition

August 14, 2006

Present: Joye Rozier, Evelyn Robles-Rodriquez, Kathleen McCabe, Hilary Colbert, Lynn Rosner, Plyshette Wiggins, Joan Lombardi, Tondalya DeSheilds, Jean Mouch, Maria Clark
Welcome new members:  David Heller, from the Clark Family Breast Cancer Foundation, Anthony Johnson, from the CC-DHHS, Nancy Hughes, from Community Health Practice, of Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center.

Guest Speaker:  Marian Morrison, ACS, Director, Legislative Advocacy & Government Relations

Handouts and Materials for members:

a) Minutes from June 19th Meeting

b) July 2006 Summary of information on activities – no meeting held.
c) Summary of the Camden County DHHS schedule of the “Get Screened, Stay Healthy, Stay Alive” campaign dates and places prepared by Lynn Rosner

Agenda:
1.  Summary of the CEED Programs for 2005-2006
Evelyn and Joan gave a verbal report of their CEED programs for 2005.

a)  Virtua Health CEED Program:  reached 400 persons of whom 50% were returning clients; have projected for 2006-2007 to reach 515.  Five breast cancers were detected in women and one cervical cancer.  There were 35 men screened for Prostate Cancer and there were 2 diagnosed with cancer.

b)  Cooper Hospital CEED Program screened 1,252 persons.  There were 14 women diagnosed with breast cancer, and one with cervical cancer.  There were 92 men screened for Prostate Cancer and two were diagnosed with cancer.  Persons screened with fecal occult blood for colon cancer were 392, and 67 colonoscopies were needed to follow-up postices.

Discussion:  Both programs went over their targeted number of women to be screened for breast and cervical cancer screening.  The fact that out of 137 men screened for Prostate Cancer, there were 4 diagnosed with Prostate Cancer is a very high rate.  It underlines the need to build better strategies to reach men.  A full report on the work of the CEED programs in Camden County will be prepared for the October 25th Full Coalition Meeting.

2. Screening Days  Update: 

a) Lynn Rosner shared her update of the schedule (see the handout “Summary of the Camden County DHHS -- Get Screened, Stay Healthy, Stay Alive”).  No new screening days were held in July.  

b) Nancy Hughes, Director of the from Community Health Practice, of Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center, through the funding of a Koman Grant, has been in discussion with Joan Lombardi, and the CEED program, about scheduling the Fox Chase Mammography Van for the Women’s Health Clinic.  She was able to get 3 dates on the calendar – August 31st, November 17th, and one in Dec.  The van would be parked at the Bergen Lanning Health Center.

c) This is Wonderful news for Camden, to have the availability of the mammography van again.  Lynn Rosner will work with Nancy, and these sites will be part of the Camden County DHHS events. The desire to try the marketing of the Camden City screening days through the use of coupons will need to be reconsidered in light of this news.  Joan, Lynn and Nancy will work on the revision of the strategy for promotion to the general public.

Pending Screening Issues from the June 19th meeting:
We agreed that it would be good to have all of the screening dates for each township for the promotion of that township’s screening days. Thus a person would be able to see that if they missed one, then they could make the next one this will take quite a bit of work to plan but it would be a preferred way to promote. Follow-up – Lynn, Joan, and Nancy for Camden City;  Lynn and Joan for suburban County.
Jean and Hilary will handle the "free advertising local publications" for the suburban and city screening dates. They will work with ACS on the press event promoting the City strategies and next set of screening days Lynn will share the template of information which can be changed per the site and the dates.
Lynn will ask Ms Lorraine Hynes, CC-DHHS about preparing articles on the topics of cancer screening and smoking cessation that could be submitted for publication.  Evelyn will look at the set of articles that she had written and had published in the past, and we will see if we can update them and republish.

The County group is having their information translated into Spanish. Lynn

Jean will ask Tom Johnson Medland about the name of the contact person on the Spanish Newspaper.

3.  Advocacy Issues for Meeting the Targets of the NJ-Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan

Marian, from ACS, stressed the following points about Advocacy and working with legislators.

· Lobbying role requires “stories” from the field.  We shared a number of experiences with clients and they would be very valuable to the work of ACS – Lobbying

· All health insurers have the definition of “children” up to the age of 30 years

· Tobacco Control Plan in NJ:  we are asking for another 35 cents tax which would go toward the gaps in health care services for cancer control e.g. CEED having coverage for men diagnosed with Prostate Cancer

· Governor Corzine “believes” in universal health care coverage.  Can’t do it in the first year. Watch for 2nd year.

· Problems that we as a group identified:  Charity Care for Hospitals reimbursed at too low a level;  CEED programs need to use the Charity Care of their hospitals often, especially for immigrants with no legal status.

4. NEXT MEETING:

September 11, 2006 Monday from 10:00 am to Noon

Please RSVP for Lunch – Hilary Colbert,  663-3998 or hcolbert@cpachiv.org
CPAC — Community Planning & Advocacy Council

Cooper River Square, 6991 N. Park Blvd. East Bldg 3rd f1. Pennsauken, NJ 08109

Prepared by Jean F. Mouch, MD, MPH, Coordinator 

