Eliminating Health Disparities / CEED Workgroup 
Camden County Cancer Coalition and ACS Camden City Cancer Initiative

April 24, 2006    10:00 am to noon    CPAC, 6991 N. Park Drive, Pennsauken, NJ
Present:  11 members – Hilary Colbert, Tom Johnson-Medland, Linda Johnson, Evelyn Rodriguez, Tondi DeSchields, Plyshette Wiggins, Barbara Williamson, Ida Allen Ann Sadler, Lynn Rosner, Jean Mouch
Eliminate Health Disparities in Cancer Screening – the Strategy for Camden County with an additional focus on Camden City
Working with all partners in the county, the workgroup has accepted the following strategy for helping to eliminate health disparities in cancer screening for Camden County, with a special focus Camden City over the next 18 months – from February 2006 through June 2007.
1.   Summary of the strategy will provide outreach cancer screening as part of the Camden County Department of Health and Human Services’ Initiative:  “Get Screened, Stay Healthy, Stay Alive” which is a comprehensive general health screening and education program.  The cancer screening is the whole package available through CEED for eligible residents.  In addition, the Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup is one of the two implementation committees for the strategies in the Camden City Cancer Initiative sponsored by the American Cancer Society, launched in February 2006. 

UPDATE:  The first screening day was April 3, 2006 held at the One-Stop Shopping Center on Mt. Ephraim Ave in Camden City.  We did not have the use of the Fox Chase Van for Mammography as there needs to be confirmed 20 women who will be screened.  The day was successful with over 30 persons screened.  Having the screening day at the One-Stop site allowed some of the classes to make it part of their training day.  This is an advantage for coordination with the training program for future screening days. Support from the One-Stop was excellent.
The Fox Chase Cancer Center has informed us that the Mammography Van has been in an accident and will not be available for screening days until after August 2006.  Joan Lombardi will keep us informed.
Camden County Dept of Health and Human Services has arranged with Freeholder Carmen Rodriguez to officially launch the initiative at a Health Fair scheduled with the Hispanic Family Center on Saturday May 13th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  This day is in addition to our May 15th Screening day planned for Cramer Hill Community Center for 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  An additional program for May 15th will be the presentation of the HPV education and coming vaccine to prevent Cervical Cancer by Ms. Janet Wilson from CINJ, and this will be added to the flyer.
2.   Strategy for Screening Days in Camden City:   We have not been able to implement our strategy in Camden City for promotion which uses the NCIS Consumer Health Profiles and directs us to use the Lottery Vendors for outreach to the population about the screening days.  We have to have all of the screening dates in advance for Camden City in order to print the coupons.  (see minutes from March 27th meeting.)

Next Steps:    Lynn Rosner  is the lead on publicity.  Lynn and Joan Lombardi will work to confirm the dates and get the coupons printed and distributed in Camden City.
3.  Strategy for the Screening Days in the County will announce screening days with regular mailings of publications in the county e.g. The County Pride newspaper; the Golden Voice newsletter; the Freeholder’s mailing list; SJ Magazine, Camden County Park and Recreation Magazine and other promotional newsletters.  
Discussion:  Why not consider using the coupons in the County as well?  There is no objection to this as long as we can track where people heard about the screening at the time of registration.  However, it would be good to use the mailing idea as it was defined by the analysis of strategies and marketing groups via the NCIS Consumer Health Profiles of those who are medically underserved in the county populations.  
Next Steps:  For further discussion and decision at May meeting about making the contacts with the publications in Suburban Camden County and doing the inclusion with the regular mailings.
4.  Presentation of the CEED Program in Camden County   Jean Mouch presented the updated information on the CEED Programs in Camden County.  The slide presentation is attached to the minutes FYI.  In the discussions, we noted that we are doing very well in reaching the population of women, who are 250% of poverty level with mammography for Breast Cancer and with pap test for Cervical Cancer screening.  Our programs are effective for women.  However, neither of our programs meet their target for engaging men who are medically underserved and 250% of the poverty level, and thus eligible for the screening through CEED.

Evelyn Rodriguez shared about the new Barbershop Initiative that Cooper CEED has started in March.  Only 5 barbers showed up for the first event, and they are asked to help spread the word to other barbers.  This program which helps to educate barbers to be health advocates for men especially for Prostate Cancer screening has been designed and promoted via Prostate Net organization.

Evelyn also shared about have T-shirts ordered with information in Spanish and English which are black with pink letters which will have the CEED screening phone number on the back with the saying:  “I do it once per year” to promote mammogram test.  It will be good for all CEED screening.

Discussion:   Can we do a project for prostate screening in June around Father’s Day as an event to talk about Men and Cancer Screening?  Have one event in the City and one event in the County.  Needs further discussion and Decision at the May 22nd meeting.

Next Meeting:  Monday, May 22, 2006   
10:00 am til Noon  - Lunch will be served.
Respond Adult Day Care Center
400  9th Street, Camden, NJ 08102

RSVP  Ida Allen, 856-541-8742  iallen@respondinc.com
June Meeting -  JUNE 19, 2006  10:00 am to Noon.

Place TBA
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