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October 31, 2007 Lunch Meeting – 11:00 am to 1:30 pm  
CPAC, (Community Planning and Advocacy Council)  Pennsauken,  NJ
18 members attended from: American Cancer Society; Clark Family Breast Cancer Services; CCDHHS; Cooper CEED; Cooper University Hospital; CPAC; Moorestown VNA & Hospice; Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center; Virtua CEED; Virtua Health System; NCI Cancer Information Service; Leukemia & Lymphoma Society; Rutgers Cooperative Extension Services; 
1. Welcome and Self-Introductions – Jim Wallace, Co-Chair, OLLMC 

Jim Wallace welcomed those present and asked that introductions be made.  Special welcome to Ms. Jessica Fuchs, Vista Volunteer/Americorps member who will spend the next year helping to manage the Camden County Cancer Coalition Website and to train coalition members to be able to do the Website Manager role.
2. Cancer Coalition Coordinator Highlights – Jean Mouch
See the enclosed pdf file of slides which summarize the highlights, including the results of the Camden County Coalition Evaluation of 2006-07.

3. Work Group Updates  

a.  Eliminating Health Disparities – Evelyn Robles Rodriguez, Cooper   Hospital, Lynn Rosner, and Jean Mouch
1)  Cooper CEED program was able to finance a promotion for prostate cancer screenings on 3 radio stations with the target being African American and Hispanic men. The service announcement aired 150 times over two weeks.  They received 150 calls and 118 men have been scheduled for prostate cancer screening to date.  57 men were uninsured but 90% of these contacts were from Philadelphia.  They can’t be counted on our NJ CEED targets.  So far, 77 AA, 5 Latinos, and 12 Caucasians have been in touch with CEED.

The Door Knocker campaign is reaching the 10th month.  8500 have been placed out of the 10,000 but the response is poor.  Only 3 calls for CEED services have come from the knockers.  The next approach is to do “Home Health Parties” to reach the target group with the Avon Grant.
2) Virtua CEED and the Community Health Practice of Lourdes had a very successful day in September with the Fox Chase Cancer Mammography Van for women, as well as outreaching to eligible men for NJ-CEED programs with Prostate cancer screening and distributing the 3 cards for colo-rectal cancer screening.  It was a health fair atmosphere and well attended.  Prostate Screenings were done, and 7 of the men were CEED eligible!
b.  Tri-County Work Group - Hilary Colbert, CPAC


“Men’s Health – Taking Care of Business:  Cancer Prevention, Early Detection, and Screening”

was held October 30th and all was a success in the end.  We had over 107 participants, and 

      received high praise for speakers and content!

c.  Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI) - Plyshette Wiggins, ACS

Plyshette reported that the Worksite Wellness strategy has been encouraged by the work of Benefits Manager from Virtua, who has received the information on cancer screening, and all chronic health issues from the health insurer.  The request and the work (over a 9 month time period) to receive the information have been in the context of developing and doing a “Wellness at Work” program.  We plan to call together Health Benefit Managers from local employers about approaching insurers, and the value of having this type of information.  We will start early 2008 with a breakfast meeting, and plan to have a “Summit” on the issue of Worksite Wellness in the spring of 2008.
5.  Guest Speakers –for discussion of  “Advocacy for the NJ Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan 2008-2012”.  Ann Biondi, CC-DHHS, our Co-Chair for the Cancer Coalition introduced our speakers:  Marian Morrison, Director, Legislative Advocacy & Government Relations American Cancer Society & Ad Hoc Committee on Advocacy for the Task Force for NJCCCP and Mr. James Wallace, VP for Government Relations and a Lobbyist for Lourdes Health System.  See the attached summary of the talks.
6. Other matters of the Coalition:

Suggested Places and Dates for Quarterly Meetings in 2008, on the Third Wednesday of the Month! 
REVISED 11/26/07
a) Camden County:   Virtua Health, Voorhees at the Barry T. Brown Health Education Center - Dinner Meeting


  January 16, 2008   5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
b) Camden City:  Cooper Hospital/CINJ, Camden City – Breakfast Meeting


  April 16, 2008   8:00 am to 10:00 am.
c) Camden City:  Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center – Lunch meeting   

  July 16, 2008   
   11:00 am to 1:30 pm
d)  Camden County DHHS:  Blackwood, NJ – Breakfast Meeting


  October 15, 2008      8:00 am to 10:00 am

· Health Events for Website publicity… please submit to mouchjf@yahoo.com
    “The Many Faces of Survival” a Komen Foundation event on December 1, 2007
 
     9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Loews Center City Hotel, 1200 Market St. Philadelphia
· Please fill out the EVALUATION OF THIS MEETING

· Please fill out the Stakeholder’s Grid for updating our Coalition membership information and submit to Jean Mouch by email or fax.

Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup meetings:

First Monday of the month -  December 3, 2007 , 10 to Noon at CPAC
Tri-County Workgroup will meet on January 23, 2008 at CPAC – 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm  4th Wednesday of the month is new regular schedule.
         Minutes prepared by Jean Mouch
“Advocacy for the New Jersey Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan – 2008-2012”

October 31, 2007

11:00 am to 1:30 pm Camden County Cancer Coalition Meeting – Guest Speakers
Marian Morrison, “Advocacy for the NJ Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan 2008-2012”.  Director, Legislative Advocacy & Government Relations American Cancer Society & Ad Hoc Committee on Advocacy for the Task Force for NJCCCP 

1. The primary Issue for the Advocacy group include assuring the funding to implement the NJCCCP.  This includes the $1.5 million which gives the financial support for the Cancer Coalitions at the County level.  Each year, the request for this part of the budget for the county level has been increased to $2.0 million dollars.  We have yet to achieve this increase.

2. Second issue is increasing Access to Care, for all NJ Citizens.  Only 62% of residents/families receive health insurance benefits from employers.  There is a growing collaboration of the Task Force for NJCCCP and other advocates e.g. AFL-CIO, ACS, Health Association etc. to join together on this issue of access to care as it relates to chronic diseases and cancer.   1.5 million persons in NJ are without health insurance.  ¾’s of these are children.  Thus the advocacy for the SCHIP federal support bills currently being debated in Congress.  Survivors of cancer, e.g. from childhood cancer  are at times denied access to coverage based on cancer as a pre-existing condition to the policy.  Of the 16 million underinsured population, 2/3rds of this group have had to declared bankruptcy due to costs of health care treatments.

3. The third issue for advocacy is to decrease the continuing disparities in cancer outcomes and cancer care.  Marian praised our Camden County “FACTS” on cancer and the Tri-County reports as well, as this information continues to help advocates do their work.

The Lame-Duck session of the NJ Legislature will last until January 10th when the new Legislature will be inducted.  During the coming session we hope to have passed the closure of the Casino loop-hole for smoke-free worksites in NJ;  ban on flavored cigarettes; support for the NJ Colorectal Cancer Treatment Act, and especially the added support for Prostate Cancer treatment and Colon Cancer treatment via Medicaid (an additional $400,000 for NJCEED targets).

At the Federal Level, the Congress is putting pressure on 7 Republicans to vote against the Presidential Veto on the SCHIP bill.  The Democrats have asked for an increase of 61 cent tax on cigarettes to provide the cost of the expansion of SCHIP.    Rep. Saxton, of Cherry Hill, is one of the targeted legislator, for whom our Cancer Coalition will be asked to help put pressure for increasing Access for children to health insurance..

Marian gave us the ACS request for stories about the impact of no health insurance, or lack of enough insurance.  They are collecting these testimonials for building more constituencies about Access to Care legislation.

Jim Wallace, VP for Government Relations, Lourdes Health System and a Lobbyist for Lourdes Health System was our second guest speaker.  His handout from the ACS website is a primer for being a “good cancer advocate” and took us through the steps:  relationship building through phone calls, letter writing, and meetings face-to-face; use of letters to the editor; becoming part of Talk Show or calling into radio talk shows e.g. “The Jersey Boys” on 101.5 FM, which Trenton listens to!  Building relationships with staff of members of the Legislature is a KEY step.  You become personally known to them as someone with good information and factual data.  NJ is known for political apathy and this sets the stage for lack of oversight, and abuse of political positions.  It is critical for us to become involved in the political process if we want to see the right steps being taken for improving care of cancer and access to screening and prevention.  From the perspective of a Health System, Jim gave examples of trying to educate members of NJ Legislature through a grass-roots campaign about the need to review the way in which New Jersey calculates re-imbursement for charity care to Community Hospitals.

	http://www.cancer.org/docroot/ADV/Content/ADV_1_1_What_You_Can_Do.asp    Tips for Becoming an Effective Cancer Advocate


Passing legislation that supports our cancer issues is a challenging process that requires active participation by our volunteers. There are many ways for a volunteer to be an effective cancer advocate.

Note: The American Cancer Society does not support or oppose political candidates. Communications to current lawmakers are intended to impact the lawmaker's view on cancer legislation, and should not be considered as support or opposition of any individual's candidacy.
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	 Send a Letter to Your Legislator
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	As a constituent, your lawmakers and political appointees know that you are the key to their understanding of issues important to you, not to mention their political futures. They want and need to hear from you on issues you consider important.
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 Place a Phone Call
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When you need to get in touch with your lawmaker immediately, and don't have time to craft a letter or other written message, that's when it's time to use the most common and effective method of communicating with your lawmakers—make a telephone call!
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 Call a Talk Show
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Calling the television or radio talk shows in your area is a great way to help get your message to thousands of listeners. Call your local radio and television stations and ask if they have any talk shows.
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 Meet Them Face to Face
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By far, the most effective way to articulate your views to your elected officials and positively affect the outcome of legislation and of policy debates is to speak with lawmakers face-to-face.
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 Write a Letter to the Editor
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You can now send letters-to-the-editor to many newspapers via email, rather than hand-writing them. Go to our online Legislative Action Center to find media outlets in your area, and send them a message. It only takes a minute.
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c/o Community Planning and Advocacy Council


Cooper River Square


6991 N. Park Drive


East Building, 3rd Floor


Pennsauken, NJ 08109


856-663-3998


Fax: 865-663-7182
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