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November 12, 2008 Breakfast Meeting – 8:30 am to 10:30 am
Our Lady of Lourdes School of Nursing, Camden NJ
21 members attended from: American Cancer Society; CC-DHHS; Cooper CEED; Our Lady of Lourdes School of Nursing; Virtua CEED; Planned Parenthood of SNJ; Clark Family Breast Cancer Services.  We had three presenters:  Marie Clark, presented the findings from their Camden City 2008 Household Survey on Barriers to Receiving Cancer Screening;  Anita Linto, Outreach &Training Consultant for the NJ Barbershop Initiative and Elizabeth Stevenson from the Camden Rivershark, Inc.  Other guests included Susan Sanna, Coordinator of the NJ County Cancer Coalitions from Office of Cancer Control and Prevention.

1. Welcome and Self-Introductions – Ann Biondi, Co-Chair, CCDHHS welcomed members and especially Anne McGinely, Dean of the Our Lady of Lourdes School of Nursing who will be completing the term of Mr. Jim Wallace, VP for OLLMC.  
2. Election Process for One Co-Chair position for a two year term.  Jean Mouch explained to the members who are present that Ms. Rachelle Munic, Assistant VP for Cooper Cancer Institute, was not able to be present for today’s meeting. Also other members had expressed regrets, with this changed quarterly meeting date.  An absentee ballot was emailed to all members and could be cast by faxing/mailing the vote into the office.  For that reason, we will cast votes this morning, and the results will be sent by email.  Thank you to everyone who voted.  
As of Friday November 14th, CONGRATULATIONS TO Ann Biondi, elected to be one of the Co-Chairpersons for a two year term, 2008-2010.  THANK YOU ANN!  Thank you also to Rachelle and Marian for being nominees for this election.
3. Work Group Updates  

a.  Tri-County Cancer Workgroup – Camden Riversharks experience will be highlighted with Ms. Stevenson presentation.  November 19th, from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm the workgroup will meet with Ms. Nancy Speelman who created the national program “Hands of Hope,” and as you see on the attached logo/information, she has incorporated our tag-line, namely:  “….for a Tobacco Free World.”  Ms. Marian Morrison from ACS Advocacy office will also be present to help us created and advocacy campaign.  Over 900 hands were collected during the summer, and the 7 evening games where we had the display and educational materials, had over 21,000 fans.


The first NJ Cancer Survivorship Conference was held on November 5th, in Mt. Laurel, and 236 persons attended – cancer survivors, physicians, nurse-practitioners, and nurses.  We collected surveys from both cancer survivors and from those seeking CME credits from the event.

b.  Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup  -  A report on the Cancer Education and Early Detection Program in Camden County 2007-2008 was given by Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez, Cooper CEED program.  This past year has seen a great improvement in the number of men screened.  (see attached slides)  Important issues and current topics for advocacy is to have Medicaid eligibility for men diagnosed with Prostate Cancer and men/women diagnosed with Colorectal Cancer when they are identified and screened with CEED program.  In addition, this excellent program is not fully funded to cover all those who are eligible by being 250% of the poverty level or less.  

As a workgroup, we have taken a special focus on Winslow Township, one of the six municipalities with higher minority populations and higher percentages of families living below the poverty line.  Within the Camden County MAPP / CHIP priorities, the two southern municipalities are to have a special focus, as is Camden City.  At the CC-DHHS Winslow Township Flu Shot Campaign and Health Fair on October 25th,   350 persons received the flu shot, and 125 completed the questionnaire about Access to Care / Transportation Issues.  On this survey, we were able to add the basic Cancer Screening Questions.  The MAPP Access to Care committee has agreed to keep these extra questions in the survey whenever it is used throughout the county.    The second event for Winslow Township was being part of the Seniors Fall Event where there is a physician and pharmacist who check prescription drugs.  Lynn Rosner and Marie Lawrence were able to give out the surveys for this group as well.
c.  Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI) - Plyshette Wiggins, ACS – the presentations on the Clark Family Survey of Camden City and the reflection on the August 2nd event of ACS at the Camden Riversharks are touched on below as examples of current workgroup activities.
4.  Guest Speakers 
a)  Marie Clark – Camden City 2008 Household Survey:  What are the Barriers to Cancer Screening?  The Clark Family Breast Cancer Services, Inc. in their many outreach activities throughout the county wanted to know the reasons why persons – especially persons of color – are not getting their cancer screening.  The target was to reach 100 persons in the City of Camden during the summer of 2008.  Both the coalition partners and Carrie Norbeck of NCI – CIS helped with the questions and format.  Using the five zip-code areas, the Clark Family and Friends completed the work in September.    One important piece of information was that the majority of persons had medical insurance e.g. Medicaid, but had not received the screening.  78% had health insurance of which 48 % had public insurance.  45% of the group had never had a mammogram and the group surveyed had only 2 men, and 65 women were over the age of 40. Only 35% had a mammogram in the past year.  24% said that someone in their family had been “diagnosed with breast cancer.”  59% of the respondents said they would ask first their “healthcare provider” for information about cancer.  If you ask residents about the NJ-CEED program 73% had never known about it by that title, though 30% have used free cancer screening services. We look forward to hearing more about the survey analysis and how this information will help us as a Cancer Coalition in improving cancer screening rates. 
b)  Anita Linton - Outreach &Training Consultant, NJ Barbershop Initiative. This initiative is funded through a special CDC grant received by NJ Office of Cancer Control & Prevention (OCCP) and there are two coordinators one for the south and one for the north.  Anita is based in Atlantic County and responsible for working with the County Cancer Coalitions in Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Mercer, Monmouth, Ocean, Salem, and Somerset.  Anita shared her experiences in beginning to reach out to men through the local barber shop as a place for education, awareness, and in one case actually being able to do Prostate Cancer screening.  The NJ-CEED Office and the national Prostate-Net non-profit are partners in this project.  Prostate Net is providing coupons to help with the cost of screening.  Incentives for participating barbers are:

· Merchandise incentives to the barbers for participation in training sessions

· Counter cards/posters from movie to be places in targeted barbershops and local participating health facilities

· Appreciation Award’s Banquet for Barbers - receive shirts, jackets, baseball caps, etc.

· Selected Barbers will receive computer system

Tondi DeShields, Cooper CEED director, has begun to work with Marie Lawrence, in Winslow Township and with Camden City barbershops.  We look forward to the support from the Barbershop Initiative for our area to help us increase the number of men screened for Prostate Cancer.  There is a meeting being planned in Trenton to initiate a “Women Against Prostate Cancer” initiative in New Jersey.
c)   Elizabeth Stevenson, Camden Riversharks Community Ourtreach – 2008   Elizabeth enthusiastically presented her work with the Tri-County Cancer Workgroup and the special event of ACS with remembering Cancer Survivors on August 2nd.   The Riversharks have many opportunities other then making tables available for our partners – health education and awareness.  She praised the Cancer Workgroup in having the “Hands of Hope for a Tobacco Free World” project which involved families in an interactive way, and then had the display of all the hands for fans to see and join in the effort.  As part of the August 2nd evening there was a sponsored jersey auction which can be a money raising activity.  She shared how the National Ovarian Cancer Coalition had worked with a sponsor (Philadelphia Lincoln Mercury Dealer Association)  This season NOCC was teamed with LMDA – in the “Driving Towards a Cure” partnership.  LMDA had a mission to raise over $100,000 for NOCC through various activities in the PA/NJ area  (Over $120,000 was raised).  The season included the following: Test drives for parents the morning after our Scout Sleepovers, where LMDA donated $25 for every individual who completed a test drive; $5 donation for every Riversharks RBI at home; % of walk-up ticket sales in September (National Ovarian Cancer month); check presentation with 50+ ambassadors of education from Camden City who promised to pass along the knowledge about the silent signs of ovarian cancer. 
Check out the Camden Riversharks website, www.riversharks.org  for an article on the Tri-County Cancer Workgroup experience this summer of 2008, and for ACS  link / reminder about Great American Smokeout 11-19th .   www.riversharks.org    We are looking forward with working with the Riversharks next year.
6.  From the Coordinators Desk:

· Jessica Fuchs, Vista Volunteer has returned home to Oklahoma.  We did receive the application for a new volunteer, but then transportation issues led him to work with another program.  We are still needing partners to offer some volunteer hours for managing the Camden County Cancer Coalition website -  please contact, Jean Mouch, mouchjf@yahoo.com
· We did not get the Lance Armstrong Grant for education of primary care practitioners in the needs of post-treatment Cancer patients.

· Oral Cancer project – the Morris County Cancer Coalition has been heading this effort, and Camden County has been invited.  Contact Bob Schermer, Morris County Cancer Coalition;  201-447-1706 or strategic.innovation@verizon.net
· On the Calendar of Events – DHSS Website – the County Cancer Coalitions will be able to post their events.  The example for us would be the Hands of Hope program leading into a year’s project with the National Hands of Hope project.

· Melanoma Cancer State Workgroup had a skin screening at the NJ Beaches of Brick Beach, Long Beach Island, and Ortley Beach on August 2.  540 free skin cancer screenings were performed!

· The NJ-CCCP partners – including the 21 County Cancer Coalitions have 900+ partners across NJ. A survey of 323 of these partners was completed.  A main concern was there was not enough money for the over-all implementation of the plan.

· The Breast Cancer Task Force committee is working with the “Men Against Breast Cancer” national partner for education awareness on inflammatory breast cancer.
· Evaluation of the July meeting, requested that there be Agendas available at meetings.
CHANGE for 1st Meeting of 2009 Camden County Cancer Coalition Meetings
Thursday January 29, 2009 for a Lunch Meeting Noon to 2:00 pm 
at CPAC, 3991 N. Park Drive, Pennsauken, NJ   
April, 2009 for a Dinner Meeting 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm  ** TBA location in Camden City

July, 2009 for a Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am to 10:30 am **TBA location in County

October, 2009 for a Lunch Meeting 11:30 am - 1:30 pm  **TBA location in Camden City
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