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April 23, 2009 Lunch Meeting

Camden County Cancer Coalition Quarterly Meeting -  11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Virtua Health Camden, 1000 Atlantic Ave, Camden NJ
16 members, (total of 25 persons) attended the quarterly meeting: CC-DHHS; Cooper CEED; Virtua CEED; Planned Parenthood of SNJ; Clark Family Breast Cancer Services; Virtua Health Camden; CPAC; CAMCare, Federally Qualified Health Center; UMDNJ School of Public Health; South Jersey Breast Cancer Coalition; Winslow Township Board of Health; Cancer Information Service-NCI.  We welcome as a new member, “Go 4 the Goal” Non-profit, with Ms Beth Stefanacci, who is the founder, joining. 

We had three presenters:  Mr. Robert J. Smith, Health Officer for Camden County;  Ms. Jane Weber, and Victoria Santana from the Lourdes Center for Public Health; and Ms. Beth Stefanacci for “Go 4 the Goal” Non-profit.
Ms. Susan Sanna, Coordinator of the NJ County Cancer Coalitions from Office of Cancer Control and Prevention (OCCP) was present.  Mr. Jallah Kennedy, from the UMDNJ School of Public Health, working with the new evaluation process for the State NJCCCP Task-Force was present and introduced the process.
1. Welcome and Self-Introductions – Anne McGinley, Co-Chair, and Dean of the Lourdes School of Nursing welcomed members.  Three of the guests were young women, attending with their mothers on bring your daughter to work day! 
2. Work Group Updates  

a.  Tri-County Cancer Workgroup – Hands of Hope for a Tobacco Free World:   Hilary Colbert presented the update, and there is a handout with the Summer program with the Riversharks.  We have had to put our advocacy project on hold, as the economic crisis impacts all health funding in the State.  Our OCCP funding is currently in the budget for $1.5 million which keeps the county cancer coordinators and county projects through another year.  Lynn shared that she is working with Nancy Speelman, and is ready to do the mailing to all Camden County schools about hosting the project as part of art classes or history or social studies.  The goal is to have schools participate as part of the recognition of World Health Organization’s “Tobacco Free World Day on 5/31/08.  

NOTE: Cynthia Grant, in January, reported that the Quit Center, at Virtua Health, Inc. as part of their community benefits program is offering the smoking cessation program FREE.  Call:1-888-847-8823
The next meeting of the Tri-County Workgroup is May 20th from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm at CPAC and the regular meeting will be held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  All are welcome!
b.  Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup:    
· Goal to Increase Cancer Screening in Winslow Township:  Marie Lawrence of Winslow Township reported that Cooper CEED will have a Women’s Party in support of education, awareness and screening for Breast Cancer this coming Friday.  Also, she continues to work with CEED to have the Barbershop Initiative, for Prostate Cancer education & screening started in Winslow.

· Goal to Increase the number of Physician Practices that refer patients directly to CEED when they are uninsured or underinsured.  Both Cooper CEED and Virtua CEED are in the process of recruiting more referring practices.  Virtua will be doing visiting of the practices after the mailing, and they hope to have a table top poster about CEED.  Cooper has worked with Julie Tippens, CIS/NCI in reviewing the letter and process of tracking the results with the medical practices

· Update: The Mammography Screening Service provided by CAMCare at the East Camden site in Camden City did not open in March because in transport, the equipment for digitalizing the mammograms was damaged.  We are awaiting the replacement equipment.  This partnership is working on this first ever FQHC screening mammography service includes the Community Health Practice of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital; CAMCare, Inc. the FQHC; Cooper Hospital Radiology Department; and the Camden County Cancer Screening Project / CEED of Cooper CINJ.
Next Meeting of the Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup is Monday May 11th at 10:00 am to Noon at CPAC and will continue on the 2nd Monday of each month.
c.  Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI) – no update was available
d.  Update on the NJ Taskforce for Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan was presented by Ms Susan Sanna, who is the NJ Coordinator of the County Cancer Coalitions.  (see the attached)

4.  Guest Speakers 

a)  Mr. Robert Smith, Health Officer for Camden County reflected on the history of coming to have a single Health Department in the County since 1984.  In those years until now, he shared on the movement from the perspective of programs in Environmental Health and in Personal Health (a “silo” view), to the current movement of an integrated, collaborative, and outreach perspective covering the 10 essential functions of a Public Health Department (to a “broad-based community” view).  Mr. Smith reported that at the meeting of County Health Officers, they talked about the up-coming Behavioral Risk Surveillance Survey (BRFSS), and the hope that if each of them could contribute they could afford to over sample urban areas, in order to show differences at a statistically valid level.  In 2005 Camden County DHHS invested $38,000 into the BRFSS report, which did carry enough weight to compare Camden City and “Rest of the County”.  Also it had the power to compare “Distressed Municipalities” as a group, (Camden City plus 12 additional municipalities.) T.A.S.E. (Tobacco Age of Sale Enforcement) is a program that involves teen-agers who help to identify vendors who continue to sell cigarettes to under-aged young people (go to stores and try to buy).  This program has had great support from Judges in the county, who are strict with the ordinance and leveling of fines.  The State funding for this program was cancelled this year.  However, CC-DHHS will continue to finance the personnel and program.  Thank you very much!   (see the attached slides)
b)  Ms. Jane Weber and Ms. Victoria Santana of the Lourdes Center for Public Health, together with Ms. Anne McGinely, Co Chair, presented the work of this new center, located at OLLMC Camden.  It was exciting to hear about the center which has both undergraduates and graduate students working on public health issues within the framework of the Community Based Participatory Research model – how to see a health system i.e. Lourdes Health System within a community.  The projects can be either in Camden or in Willingboro.  The mission is to look for understanding through research about the needs of communities/individuals in the urban areas and among vulnerable populations.  Last year, there were 20 projects completed.  The Summer Institute of 2009 had 24 applications for 8 positions.  Currently 8 different universities/colleges have been represented among the students.  Also part of the work of the center is to have a Lecture Series on identified issues, which are open to the public. (see the attached slides)
         c)  Ms Beth Stefanacci is founder of the new non-profit, “Go 4 the Goal” for the needs of Children with Cancer and the needs of their families.  In 2007, Beth’s son, Richard died of Ewings Sarcoma, a bone cancer.  The experience for herself and her caring family and for her son brought together the effort to be able to help meet the needs of other children and families without resources.  The fund-raising helps to increase research in Ewings Sarcoma, and they are connected with researchers at both Georgetown University and Princeton University.  They help with gift baskets to children under treatment in area hospitals.  They have collaborated with different programs to help children get to do or have something special.  Their funding can assist families with payments e.g. car or mortgage because of the tight economic times.  Here in Camden County they have a number of connections with schools, and will help Lynn Rosner with the Hands of Hope for a Tobacco Free World project.  As a coalition we learned about the Companions in Courage program to have interactive rooms called “Lion’s Dens” at children’s hospitals.  The Lion’s Den has computers for games; to keep in touch with classes. Unique was that the Lion’s Den can connect the child with the locker rooms of professional sport teams in the area, who are participating in the project.  Another new piece of information was the Dreams Street camps for young adults with cancer (18-24) which is one week in Tuscon Arizona Canyon Ranch.  We asked Beth to be our CCCC connection for Childhood Cancer!  There will be a fund-raiser on May 3rd – Richard’s Run – at Cooper River Park.
5. From the Coordinators Desk:

a)   In March, Jean Mouch as CCCC Coordinator received a request from a co-worker at CPAC about how to help a women with stage four undifferentiated cancer with personal, childcare, and home care needs.  Loretta Milkulski, from the South Jersey Breast Cancer Coalition (SJBCC) has taken the lead and SJBCC will serve as the non-profit fiscal agent for a Camden County Cancer Coalition benefit to help Ms. Dana Drouin of Blackwood, NJ.  Already, a student service project is being planned for Mother’s Day in Berlin which will benefit Dana’s Fund. (detailed information to follow).  Loretta asked for the names and contact information for those partners who could be part of this effort.  One member said she had a gift certificate for a spa that she will give right now.  Another member had contact information for house cleaning help for cancer survivors and also would look into child care support.  Another member who lives in Blackwood and has children the same age as Dana will be part of support of child care.  Loretta’s care and leadership, her presentation, the CCCC group response, and the caring experienced during this discussion were moments to treasure.
Decision:   Camden County Cancer Coalition will host a benefit to help Dana Douin, a cancer survivor with stage 4 disease.  The leadership for this benefit is taken by the SJBCC. Thank you again, Loretta, and all of the members present who are able to respond. Contact Loretta:  856-768-9028

Decision:  Jean will help to get a current list of support services for Cancer Survivors for our county.
b) June 17th, a Breakfast Oral Cancer Conference will be hosted by Gloucester County Cancer Coalition. The brochure is coming soon, and the sharing of this info with partners is appreciated.

c) There are a number of events and conferences coming up.  We will gather all of them together and email the dates etc. ASAP
2009 Camden County Cancer Coalition Meetings
4th Thursday of the Month 

Lunch Meetings from now on from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
July 23, 2009, Camden County at the CC-DHHS, Blackwood, NJ
October 22, 2009, Our Lady of Lourdes School of Nursing, Camden, NJ
�





c/o Community Planning and Advocacy Council


Cooper River Square


6991 N. Park Drive


East Building, 3rd Floor


Pennsauken, NJ 08109


856-663-3998


Fax: 865-663-7182








PAGE  
3
  Minutes prepared by Jean Mouch, Coalition Coordinator_CCCC 4_23_09

[image: image2.jpg]CAMDEN
COUNTY
CANCER
COALITION



