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July 23, 2009 Lunch Meeting

Camden County Cancer Coalition Quarterly Meeting -  11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Camden County Department of Health and Human Services, Blackwood, NJ
9 members, 3 new members, with a total of 18 persons attending the quarterly meeting: CC-DHHS; Cooper CEED; Virtua CEED; Planned Parenthood of SNJ; Clark Family Breast Cancer Services; CAMCare, Federally Qualified Health Center;  Cancer Information Service-NCI; CCCADA; American Cancer Society.  We welcome as a new member, Ms. Kameesah Evans from the Cancer Institute of New Jersey, Jessica Morton from the Central/South Komen Affiliate, and Nancy Nguyen & Tracy Nguyen from Boat People SOS.   

We had an excellent presentation and discussion with Ms. Marian Morrison, who gave an update on the Advocacy Workgroup of the NJCCCP Task Force.  
A second presentation by Jean Mouch, Cancer Coalition Coordinator, was “Highlights from June 2009 Cancer Guides II: The Cutting Edge of Integrative Medicine and Cancer Care.”

1. Welcome and Self-Introductions – Ann Biondi, Co-Chair of the Coalition, invited participants to give self introductions.

2. Work Group Updates  

a.  Tri-County Cancer Workgroup – Hands of Hope for a Tobacco Free World:   The 2009 Summer program with the Riversharks had their first event, June 19th.  We have started the survey and clearly 1/3rd of those who responded, gave information about how we could contact them, and offer more information about helping to stop smoking.  We have prepared a 30 second Public Service Announcement which will be shown at the beginning of the Rivershark games on their big screen.

Lynn Rosner reported on the project being held at three  schools during May 2009, as part of the recognition of World Health Organization’s “Tobacco Free World Day on 5/31/08.  

Reminder: The Quit Center, at Virtua Health, Inc. as part of their community benefits program is offering the smoking cessation program FREE.  Call:1-888-847-8823, and ask for Cynthia Grant
We are receiving help from the Camden County RSVP in preparing a way to store the images of the hands and to enter the information from the surveys.  They are also helping us to prepare different ways to use the images.  First they will make tri-fold table top displays for use at smaller venues.

Another event in which the Tri-County worked together was the first South Jersey Oral and Oropharyngeal Cancer Update Conference on June 17th in which over 60 dentists and hygienists participated.

For the new grant period, the Tri-County is going to work on Colorectal Cancer screening.  We hope to replicate the training for Family Practices / Primary Care Practices using the ACS toolkit produced to help increase the number of screenings completed and education about Colorectal Cancer.

The next meeting of the Tri-County Workgroup is September 30th from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm at CPAC 
All are welcome!
b.  Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup:    
· Goal to Increase Cancer Screening in Winslow Township:  The Women’s Party in support of education, awareness and screening for Breast Cancer was a great success.  We also look forward to have the Winslow area as a focus for the development of Body & Soul program to increase cancer screening in African American communities through the faith-based groups.  The Clark Family Breast Cancer Services will be an important part of this effort.
· Goal to Increase the number of Physician Practices that refer patients directly to CEED when they are uninsured or underinsured.  Cooper CEED reported that they sent _____ letters in the first mailing and have received ______  calls.  Virtua CEED did not get a good response to the mailing and are setting up personal visits with offering a “display for the waiting room” about CEED. 
· Pending Update: The Mammography Screening Service Launch Date in October, as a joint effort of CAMCare at their East Camden site and the Cooper CEED program, in Camden City. 
Next Meeting of the Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup is Monday September 14th at 10:00 am to Noon at CPAC and will continue on the 2nd Monday of each month. All are Welcome!
c.  Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI) – Plyshette Wiggins reported on the recent meeting of the Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI) which has revitalized its purpose!  The main consensus is that the 3CI Leadership Council would fold into the larger Camden County Cancer Coalition.  This new leadership role will be fully presented to the next October quarterly meeting for discussion and consensus.  


The August 22nd Camden City Celebration of Hope will be held at the Riversharks, and Ms. Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez, Cooper University Hospital, Camden County Cancer Screening Project Director, will be honored for all of her dedication in helping to ease the burden of Cancer in Camden City. 
The Executive Summary excerpts from the Camden County Health Needs Assessment  2007-08 which involve the CCCC were made available to participants.
4.  Guest Speakers 

a)  Ms. Marian Morrison, Director for Legislative Advocacy & Government Relations, ACS and the head of the NJCCCP Task Force on Advocacy, had a handout on the NJ Legislative Update for NJCCCP.  Budget:  First the good news that NJ CEED and OCCP’s budgets were not cut and remained at the same level as last year.  Many thanks were expressed to everyone who helped with the phone calls and letters supporting this work. Bad budget news was that NJ Breathes funding for the Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program was cut by a million dollars.  Next year we need to restore these funds and ask for increase.
Cigarette Tax Hike:  The tax per pack was raised 12.5 cents to $2.70.  NJ has the 3rd highest cigarette tax in the nation.

Access to Care:  Through the advocacy work, we were able to help keep the enrollment to NJ Family Care open to parents up to 200% of the FPL.  Though this decision is made it is not funded yet and thus work continues.

Pain Management Issue:  ACS led the effort for the new law that allows patients who receive strong pain medicines to have up to a 90 day supply at one office visit rather then a 30 day current law.  The new law is on the Governor’s desk for signature.  With the Pain Initiative coalition, ACS will help to prepare a fact sheet on the new law to circulate to physicians and other groups as soon as it is passed.

b)     Dr. Jean Mouch, Camden Cancer Coalition Coordinator received a full scholarship to attend the “Cancer Guides II:  The Cutting Edge of Integrative Medicine & Cancer Care” held in Washington, DC fro June 9-12th.  The meeting was running late, and the handout/slides were available (see attachment) and the presentation will be given later in the year.
5.  From the Coordinators Desk:
a) OCCP Audit of CCCC was completed, and our Camden Coalition met all of the obligations required by County Cancer Coalitions.  A copy of the Audit is available for anyone who would like to receive it.
b) Election in October for one year term, 2010 as Co-Chair of the Camden County Cancer Coalition.  Ms. Ann Biondi has completed 2 years of Co-Chair of the Cancer Coalition.  We are looking for nominees to take on a two year term from 2010 to 2012.
c) Evaluation of the Coalition Activities for 2009 – last year we used Survey Monkey and would like to do it again before the end of the year!  The NJCCCP Evaluation Plan and Communication Plan for the NJCCCP are now on the website and the role of County Coalitions in the state evaluation of the comprehensive plan is described. 
d) Topics of Concern for the Coalition – (Ann Biondi on NJ Family Care, other topic??)  (others?)
2009-2010 Camden County Cancer Coalition Meetings
Usually 4th Thursday of the Month
Lunch Meetings from now on from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
· October 22, 2009, Our Lady of Lourdes School of Nursing, Camden, NJ
· January 21, 2010,  Camden County Venue TBA (3rd week)

· April 29, 2010, Camden City Venue TBA

· July 22, 2010, Camden County Venue TBA
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Cooper River Square
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