Tri-County Cancer Work Group Meeting
December 18, 2006
 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at CPAC

Meeting Minutes

Attendance:  Loretta Aloi/Cooper Hospital CME Department; Hilary Colbert/CPAC; Denise Cortland/Lourdes Cancer Program; Janet Drew/Underwood Memorial Hospital; Nancy Hughes/CHP/Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center; Calvin James/Coordinator, Burlington County Cancer Coalition; Lisa Little/Coordinator, Gloucester County Cancer Coalition; Kathleen McCabe/Moorestown VNA and Hospice; Jina Mosley/Cooper Hospital CME Department; Jean Mouch/Coordinator, Camden County Cancer Coalition; Lynn Rosner/Camden County Department of Health & Human Services; Plyshette Wiggins/American Cancer Society.

Introductions:  Hilary Colbert welcomed those present and introductions were made.  Lunch was provided by the Cooper CME Department.
Minutes:  Minutes from the November 15th, 2006 meeting were reviewed.  Plyshette Wiggins moved for acceptance of the Minutes which was then seconded by Kathleen McCabe; the Minutes were approved by those present. 
“Men’s Health – Taking Care of Business” Updates:
CMEs/CEUs:  Jean reported that she had spoken with Ellen Feinstein at Virtua Health who informed Jean that Virtua would indeed be able to do the CMEs/CEUs for the event. Joan Lombardi or Doug Marshall will be our point person.  The group noted that we need the Virtua CME Department representative or medical staff representative that will be doing the work to be part of our Tri County Work Group. The decision of the Work Group was that by December 20th we needed to know for sure: who is providing CEUs/CMEs for the event, would a representative be available to attend our meetings and what level of response would we get from that person (i.e. would they be as hands on as the Cooper CME Department).  

TO DO: Hilary/Jean will follow up with Joan and/or Doug.
Update since meeting: Jean and Hilary spoke with Doug Marshall the afternoon of the 18th.  He will be coming to our Tri County Work Group meetings starting in January.  Doug is very familiar with doing CME applications and the Virtua Marketing Department will assist in creating and mailing of brochures for the event.
Location:  The Work Group agreed that a neutral site for the event is preferred.  We are holding the date of September 20th for the Men’s Health event.  Loretta noted that when we look into a location we should request the room be set up with 200 crescent rounds that way the tables only get half filled so everyone can see the stage or screen.  
TO DO: Lynn Rosner will check with the Camden County Health Services Center in Blackwood to find out what type of arrangements can be made for the use of that space regarding cost of food, deposits and audio visual equipment.  
Format for Event:  The group agreed that the format for the event would be:

· Key Note Address

· Current data from the 3 counties (BRFSS, Cancer Registry data)

· Model practices in the region (to be covered by the panels) including:

· Stats from area practices

· Barriers

· Bridging gaps/barriers by use of best practices

· Closing Speaker to discuss identifiable way to measure change, incentives for doctors to use best practices and to use education/prevention

· Evaluation and Q/A
Speakers/Panelists:  

Keynote:Plyshette Wiggins recommended that Dr. Bonaparte from Horizon Blue Cross be considered as our keynote speaker.  He could be requested to speak on systems issues regarding men’s health.
Panels: Two panels of speakers were suggested: a panel of family doctors and a panel of patients who speak on education and prevention.  In particular, the doctors would be asked two questions which the patients would then also be asked: 
1) What do you do in your practice to get men screened for early detection and prevention? 
2) What types of barriers do you see with male patients and how to you overcome them?
Panelists TO DO: Janet Drew will reach out to Susie Vanderwerken at Underwood; Jean Mouch will reach out to Cooper and Lourdes for speakers; Plyshette Wiggins will reach out to Dr. Bonaparte (who could be both keynote and closing speaker).
Update:  After the meeting several other suggestions for speakers were noted in an e-mail to the Work Group from Hilary.  They included: Dr. Philipshen from Virtua, Dr. Ing from Lourdes, Dr. Somer from Cooper and one of the doctors from 21st Century Oncology.  Also, Annette Conklin or Dr. Dula from Lourdes is able to speak on incorporating cultural factors into practice.
Closing Remarks Speaker:  The group felt that the wrap up speaker would discuss barriers such as:

· Why are men NOT sent for screenings?

· How do doctors communicate the need for screenings and other preventive methods to male patients?

· Are there differences among the cancer sites and how doctors refer their patients for screenings?

· What types of “in-reach” do the various health systems do to their male patients?

· How do you close the gaps in low numbers of men being sent for screenings vs. current data showing the success of early screenings and or detection?
Funding/Sponsorship:  Not much discussion was made on funding/sponsorship.  Jean and Hilary will look back at the letter that was sent to the hospitals last year to see if we can garner financial support from them this year; ditto the Coalitions.
Update:  After the meeting Hilary received an e-mail from Shari Hahn at 21st Century Oncology stating that 21st Century Oncology be interested in co-sponsorship of the event.
Evaluation:  The question was raised but not really discussed further if we want to do a pre-test of knowledge?  This would then be coupled with a post test similar to that which Cooper sent out post last year’s event.  Denise noted that EQUIP which is mandated by the Cancer Registries through the American College of Surgeons is looking into the staging of cancers.  This initiative deals with education and early prevention.  They may have some information we can use.
TO DO:  Do we want to research if there are “report cards” for “best practices” for educating men about screenings and early detection?  (Not assigned to anyone.)
Other Business:  Jean noted that the Cancer Coordinators are meeting on January 17th and requested that our Work Group meeting be moved forward one week since she, Calvin and Lisa all need to be in attendance at that meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Hilary Colbert.
Next Meeting:  January 24, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. at CPAC
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