Tri-County Cancer Work Group Meeting
May 24, 2006
 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. at CPAC

Minutes

Attendance:  Loretta Aloi/Cooper Hospital CME Dept.; Rev. Edward Bryant/Cooper Hospital; Hilary Colbert/Burlington County Cancer Coalition; Annette Conklin/Virtua Health; Lisa Little/Gloucester County Cancer Coalition; Jina Mosley/Cooper Hospital CME Dept.
1.   Introductions - Hilary Colbert welcomed those present and introductions were made.  
2.  Minutes - Minutes from the April 19, 2006 meeting were reviewed.  Motion for approval of the April 19th Minutes was made by Annette Conklin, seconded by Rev. Bryant and approved by those present.
3. Tri County “The Big C” Event Updates -  
Loretta Aloi and Jina Mosley provided a handout with information on the attendees at the Big C event.  A final report will be provided at the June meeting as they are awaiting some final figures on the monies collected for the event.  Loretta noted that any extra funds would remain at the Cooper CME Department and can be used for any future events the Tri County Work Group holds.  She also noted that preliminary review of the evaluations showed that people felt the event was worthwhile but that it was a long event; Cooper is now doing dinner conferences of a maximum 2 ½ hour length.  Loretta also noted that because the mailing that we had used was a combination of existing lists from our coalitions and from Peg’s office as well as the one-time (purchased) use list, the request from Peg Knight to share our entire mailing list for the Big C could not be fulfilled.  A list of attendees to the event can be shared as well as our various coalition rosters.  The consensus of those present was that the event was worthwhile and we should consider doing another tri county event.

4. Tri County – Future Plans

Due to the small turnout at the meeting, a formal discussion about future plans was turned into a more informal brainstorming and sharing session.  Discussion included: 

· Rev. Bryant noted that outreach to men could include partnering with Home Depot for a do-it-yourself workshop with an educational twist on prostate cancer included.
· Hilary noted that the Icla da Silva Foundation will be holding a bone marrow drive in August targeted toward minorities to get them into the national bone marrow registry.  Hilary and Annette Conklin talked about having nursing students organize a drive that could be built into the curriculum for nursing students at Camden County College.  Annette is working there and is part of a group that is revamping the nursing curriculum.

· Annette mentioned the possibility of having health education events targeted towards couples.  Venues could include churches, health fairs and hospitals. 

· Annette noted that things like couples massage with cancer education could be incorporated into services that salons offer.  
· Inclusion of holistic practices could be included with our health education messages.

· Lisa Little suggested that the United Ways and other civic and advocacy groups (Kiwanis and AARP) should be outreached for inclusion in our Work Group.  She noted that Jerry from the Gloucester County United Way is interested in what our work group is doing.  There is a local AARP office in Mt. Laurel that we should reach out to.

· Lisa also noted that the Communities Against Tobacco (CAT) Coalition was now gone in Gloucester County.  Hilary reported that Burlington County’s Coalition is still going to exist.  The CAT Coalitions have been great supporters of our county based cancer efforts.

· Going forward we can consider doing some grant writing to support regional programs and initiatives.  Considerations should also include medical and/or grass roots initiatives.

· Including the faith-based community will be important for us moving forward as well.  Lisa and Rev. Bryant reported that a number of anti-smoking initiatives are taking place in the churches and educational spots can be heard on stations like 103.9 and 107.9 and seen on the Internet at sites like Black American Web.

· Focusing on evidence based activities will be important.  CEED is a program that is considered evidence based so it will be important for us to maintain our good relations between CEED and the county based coalitions.

5. Upcoming Tri County Events
Willingboro – Relay for Life on June 9th
Gloucester County – “Be in Good Health” on June 3rd
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Hilary Colbert
Next Meeting: June 21, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. at CPAC
Pizza will be served at 12:30 p.m.
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