Tri-County Cancer Work Group Meeting
August 16, 2006
 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. at CPAC

Minutes

Attendance:  Loretta Aloi/Cooper Hospital CME Dept.; Rev. Edward Bryant/Cooper Hospital; Hilary Colbert/Burlington County Cancer Coalition; Annette Conklin/Virtua Health; Denise Cortland/Lourdes Cancer Program; David Heller/Clark Family Breast Cancer Services; Nancy Hughes/CHP/Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center; Calvin James/Burlington County Health Dept.; Anthony Johnson/Camden County Dept of Health & Human Svcs; Lisa Little/Gloucester County Cancer Coalition; Kathleen McCabe/Moorestown VNA and Hospice; Jina Mosley/Cooper Hospital CME Dept.; Jean Mouch/Camden County Cancer Coalition; Lynn Rosner/Camden County Dept of Health & Human Svcs; Colleen Thornton/The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society; Plyshette Wiggins/American Cancer Society.
1.   Introductions - Hilary Colbert welcomed those present and introductions were made.  
2.  Minutes - Minutes from the June 21, 2006 meeting were reviewed.  Motion for approval of the June 21st Minutes was made by Denise Cortland, seconded by Kathleen McCabe and approved by those present.
3. Tri County “The Big C” Event Updates -  
Loretta Aloi and Jina Mosley provided an update on the budget from the event.  There is a little over $7,000 left in Cooper’s account for our use in planning a future Tri County event.  Loretta reported that on July 27th the 3 month follow up survey from The Big C were sent out with returns due back in 30 days.  Results from the follow up survey will be shared with the group at our next meeting. 

4. Tri County – Future Plans

In response to the group’s question of whether Cooper would support us in planning a future tri-county event, Loretta noted that Cooper is booked through Spring 2007 for CME events.  Our original thought of doing a survivorship conference was discussed; Loretta noted that Dr. Grana from Cooper is hosting a survivorship conference in the Spring 2007 targeting 10 counties.  In addition, there are several national conferences next year.  Fall cancer conferences scheduled by Cooper for the Fall of 2007 include: hematologic cancer, GI update, breast update, cancer in the elderly, lung and thrombosis.
The group discussed other ideas for a future regional conference with the decision being to focus on men’s cancers, including the prevention and care of men’s cancers.  The second week of September 2007 was decided on with information tables being available to focus on more general men’s health issues.  One suggestion was to include school nurses to educate them re testicular cancer.  Another suggestion was to target employers around occupational/employees health.  We may also want to consider using a mobile van for outreach (ex: at Campbell’s Field) and to reach migrant farm workers.

Locations/hosts for the event were discussed with Annette offering to follow up with Virtua to see if the Health Education Center in Voorhees was available and to see if the CME Department could assist in the event.  Whether the Virtua CME Department could produce a brochure listing all of the hospitals was also a question.  The Lourdes nursing school was also considered as a possible venue.

Plyshette offered to collect work group members thoughts on the possible objectives for the conference.  The conference would cover the men’s top cancers: prostate, testicular, bladder and lung.  Access to care and resources/support for men with cancer should also be considered.
5. Survivors Survey – Jean/Kathleen
A draft survey was prepared by Jean and Kathleen with a goal of having 100 surveys completed by cancer survivors.  The survey will be deferred until after Dr. Grana’s survivorship conference in the spring.  The Barbershop Initiatives in the three counties can be used to promote the survey.
6.
Other Issues:

Plyshette noted that the American Cancer Society and NJCEED are having a retreat.  One of the goals they would like to focus on is regional meetings like the South Jersey Cancer Coalition.  These regional conferences are aligned with that thinking.  The feeling of the group was to keep our Tri County Work Group separate from the SJCC because the ACS and CEED group would be a broader region that we would want to cover.


www.sjcancercoalition.com is the SJCC website

It was noted that sjcalendar@hotmail.com is the e-mail address for the Community Health Outreach Consortium (CHOC) which Kathleen chairs.  They have a calendar that notes the health events in the region and is a good resource for members.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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