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Minutes of the April 26, 2006 Meeting

11:00 am to 1:00 pm Lunch Meeting
Cooper University Hospital
Camden, New Jersey

Present:  24 members of whom 7 were new members with 5 representing new partners: Ms. Karen Ann Gosik and Ms. A Jackson from the Holy Redeemer Hospice in Runnemede; Ms. Marie Lawrence, from the Township of Winslow; Ms. Loretta Milkulsi of the SJ Breast Cancer Coalition; Ms. Sara Hagerty, representing the Bone Marrow Registry Drive out of the Icla DeSilva Foundation.  Special Guest included Ms. Carmen Rodriguez our Camden County Freeholder for Health and Human Services and Ms. Doreleena Simmons-Posey from the State Dept of HSS – CEED Program.
Agenda:  Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez welcomed everyone on behalf of the Camden Cancer Screening Project based at Cooper Hospital and introduced Ms. Carmen Rodriguez, Camden County Freeholder for Health and Human Services who addressed the members, giving her support, and assuring her contributions to the Eliminating Health Disparities Campaign – “Get Screened, Stay Healthy, and Stay Alive.”
1. Workgroup Reports:

a).  Eliminating Health Disparities / CEED Workgroup launched their first screening day in Camden City on April 3rd at the One-Stop Shopping center on Mt. Ephraim Ave.  The Mammography Van from Fox Chase Cancer was not at the screening day as we need to confirm 20 women for the test before they can come.  Over 30 persons came for health screening and CEED was able to register those persons who are eligible for the program.  
Dr. Jean Mouch presented an update for Camden County CEED Programs, as of March 2006.  The slides initiated a good discussion.  We do well in meeting and exceeding targets for women who are eligible for CEED funding.  We do not do so well in contacting and registering men who are eligible.  The important issue for members of the Coalition is that we must be strong in supporting the Advocacy to keep CEED funding in the NJ State Budget.  All members are asked to contact their state representatives to assure continued and increase funding for NJ-CEED programs.

Next Meeting for Eliminating Health Disparities / CEED   May 22nd Monday 10:00 am to Noon at the Respond Adult Day Care, 400 Ninth Street Camden, NJ  
Please RSVP for lunch Ms Ida Allen 856-541-8742  iallen@respondinc.com
b)  Lung Cancer / Smoking Cessation Workgroup met  in February and March.  There has been no word as to our Novartis Grant application to extend the Youth Quit2Win program to four new schools.  Of the 8 persons to be trained, four will be from the Coalition Members i.e. one for each CEED program, one from Kennedy Quit Center, and another from the County DHHS.  Thus we will maximize the opportunity of reaching youth in school and out of school with the program.  We did receive a request for starting at another school, and this request was handled by Patricia Hearey at the Camden County DHHS.
Other objectives added to the grant expectations were:  

· participating schools as advocates to have the smoking cessation program available in all Camden County High Schools as a regular offering of the curriculum and health services in the county through the Department of Education.

· participating schools and youth groups will have as an objective to reach out to Parent and Teacher Associations, and family members to choose to stop smoking, and join the Quit Center or web-based programs.

Next Meeting for Lung Cancer / Smoking Cessation Workgroup:  May 23rd  8:00 am to 10:00 am at the Cooper Health Education Building at 900 Centennial Blvd, Voorhees, NJ  
RSVP to Evelyn Robles-Rodriguez for breakfast – 856-968-7315  or robles-evelyn@cooperhealth.edu
c.) Tri-County Workgroup reported that they have over 140 pre-registered participants for the Tri-County  educational event:  “The Big C:  Current Trends in Cancer Control” to be held Thursday April 27th 2006 at 5:00 pm to 9:30 pm at the  Hilton Hotel, Cherry Hill   

The fact sheet for the Region of Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester Counties – 2004 Cancer Capacity and Needs Assessments has been prepared and will be available for the conference.
The Tri-County Workgroup has started to discuss what would be their next steps as a standing committee for the three county region of Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester.  The workgroup welcomes new members.
The next meeting of the Tri-County Workgroup is May 17, 2006   1:00 pm to 2:30 pm at 
CPAC, 6981 N. Park Drive, East Bldg 3rd floor, Pennsauken, NJ 08109    856-663-3998 

Contact:  Hilary Colbert to join in the planning of this event, hcolbert@cpachvi.org.
2.  Update on the Camden City Cancer Initiative (3CI), sponsored by the American Cancer Society


As report in the last Coalition Minutes, the Eliminating Health Disparities Workgroup covers one of the two strategies for the 3CI for the 18 month initiative.  There will be 8 screening days in Camden City to help eliminate the low screening rates for cancer.  The second strategy is the Worksite Wellness which held its first meeting in March at the Dooley House Conference Room.  The Worksite Wellness wants to encourage employers to ask for their Health Insurer information on Cancer Screening for their employees.  How well are they doing with their 40+ year old female employees and mammography? Etc.  Also, the issue of having benefits that include smoking cessation for employees which is cut out of the prevention benefits and available until the person can stop smoking.  The next meeting for this committee is May 16th at Virtua Health Camden, in the Nyce Room off the cafeteria, from 10:00 am to Noon.

3.  Renewing the Goals for the Camden County Cancer Coalition for 2006-2007

Jean presented an update of the 2005 Camden County Cancer Goals and Objectives for the Coalition.  The members approved the updated goals and objectives, which are included in a summary attachment. 

A new objective for this year is to have an Ad Hoc committee formed to recommend to the Coalition, what would be the best form of leadership for the group.  We have the commitment of the State Office of Cancer Control and Prevention to continue having a paid Coordinator for 2006-2007 period.  There is no guarantee that this will be possible after June 2007.  

Decision:  In preparation for forming the Ad Hoc Committee for Coalition Leadership, at the July Coalition Meeting we will have a presentation from the NCIS on Designs for Coalitions for Cancer Control given by Shari Short.
Handouts for this coalition meeting included the results of the January Members Evaluation of 2005 Camden County Cancer Coalition Meetings. (see attachment)   We have a strong coalition and active participation in the workgroups.  Of those on our mailing list, 60% have attended at least one meeting during the year.
4. Member Sharing:    
· Ms. Sara Hagerty presented to the group her initiative to register Hispanics and African Americans for Bone Marrow Transplants, a critical treatment for cancer especially in children.  Minority volunteers for Bone Marrow transplants are few, and thus disproportionately, minority children do not get this treatment which can be life saving.  The initiative is being supported in South Jersey through the Foundation of Icla de Silva, www.icla.org.  Please contact Ms. Hagerty if you would like to participate:  sarah@sarahagerty.com
· SJ Cancer Coalition has its meeting on May 9, 2006 at Kennedy Health Systems, Washington Township, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm and lunch will be served.
· The Community Health Outreach Consortium Meeting on May 1st at the Collingswood Manor 9:00 am
· Many members brought materials about current work and health education promotion.  The table was rich with information to share.

****  Remember New Website Address for the Office of Cancer Control and Prevention --   www.njcancer.gov
Next Coalition Meetings:

July 26th Wednesday, Supper, 5:30 to 7:30 pm  
Barry T. Brown Health Education Center, Voorhees 
October 25th Wednesday, Breakfast 8 to 10:30 am  
Barry T. Brown Health Education Center, Voorhees


Please RSVP to Joan Lombardi, 856-248-6619  jlombardi@virtua.org 
Prepared by Jean F. Mouch, MD, MPH

Coordinator, Camden County Cancer Coalition

Attachments:

1. Revised Goals and Objectives for 2006-2007

2. Coordinators Review of the 2005 Plan

3. Summary of the Coalition Evaluation
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